
VIA UPS No. 1Z64589FP299323200 May 16, 2016
VIA Email: gjerald@marionso.com

Chief Gregg Jerald, General Counsel
Marion County Sheriff’s Office (MCSO)
692 NW 30th Ave.
Ocala, FL 34475

Public Records Request. F.S. § 119.07(1)(c) All public records requests shall be acknowledged
promptly and in good faith. Access to public records and meetings, Art. I, Sec. 24, Fla. Const.

Dear Chief Jerald:

Forwarded below, and attached in PDF, is a response by Captain Vyse to my Public Records
Request dated May 12, 2016 addressed to you and Captain Vyse. UPS shows Proof of Delivery
of my paper PRR to your office May 13, 2016 at 10:45 AM and signed for by “HOUNOR”.

Captain Vyse wrote,

The Marion County Sheriff’s Office does not have records dating that far back. By law I
am required to provide you with anything that is public record that we have existing to
us; we are not required to go out and find information that we do not house in our agency.
I appreciate the effort you have already put into this and it appears that you have a good
start in finding what you are looking for.

Consider this response acknowledgement that the Marion County Sheriff’s Office did
receive your letter emailed on May 12, 2016 and we are unable to complete your request.

Captain Linda Vyse
Marion County Sheriff’s Office

As an attorney, you know the response by Captain Vyse is not legally sufficient. If the MCSO
cannot provide records, it must cite a specific section of F.S. ch. 119 et. seq. The response by
Captain Vyse that “The Marion County Sheriff’s Office does not have records dating that far
back.” is void for vagueness, and begs the question: What is the records retention schedule?

Captain Vyse also wrote, “By law I am required to provide you with anything that is public
record that we have existing to us; we are not required to go out and find information that we do
not house in our agency.” Fine, but what if the records were wrongly destroyed?

Unfortunately Captain Vyse ignored this part of my PRR: “Provide records of any subsequent
investigation into the lynchings.” The MCSO has a Cold Case Unit, Supervisor Sgt. Clint Smith.
The MCSO Cold Case Unit webpage shows a case going back to April 7, 1958, for Julia Pratt.
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Under 382.011(1) the medical examiner must determine of cause of death for “any death for
which there is reason to believe that the death may have been due to an unlawful act”. Death by
lynching is an “unlawful act” even when the victim is turned over to the lynch mob by LE.

Under Uniform Crime Reports (UCR) Item #109, GENERAL RECORDS SCHEDULE GS2
FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT, CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES, AND DISTRICT MEDICAL
EXAMINERS (Feb-19-2015), http://dos.myflorida.com/media/693578/gs02.pdf

This record series consists of reports from law enforcement agencies to the Florida
Department of Law Enforcement pursuant to Section 943.05, Florida Statutes, Criminal
Justice Information Program; duties; crime reports, and Rule 11C-4.008, Florida
Administrative Code, Uniform Crime Reports Guide Manual. Reports include both
offense and arrest crime data relating to murder, manslaughter, forcible sex, robbery,
aggravated assault, burglary, larceny, motor vehicle theft, arson, simple assault, domestic
violence offenses, property stolen and recovered, motor vehicle recovery, homicides, and
law enforcement officer injuries or deaths. This retention is for copies of reports held by
the submitting agency, not those received and held by FDLE.

RETENTION:
a) Record copy. Retain until obsolete, superseded, or administrative value is lost.
b) Duplicates. Retain until obsolete, superseded, or administrative value is lost.

In my view records of lynchings never become “obsolete” when the murder was done by “300 of
the best citizens of Marion County” and law enforcement participated by allowing the lynch mob
to take the lynching victim from its custody with little or no resistance.

From my PRR to you and Captain Vyse May 12, 2016:

1. John Richards, a black man, was lynched on February 17, 1915 in Marion County Florida
for allegedly sending an insulting note to a white woman. Attached you will find Chapter 5, “The
End of Lynching in Marion County”, from “Lethal Punishment: Lynchings and Legal Executions
in the South” by author Margaret Vandiver, a retired professor from the University of Memphis.

Professor Vandiver wrote in Lethal Punishment, Chapter 5, pages 71-72,

"A striking aspect of lynching in Marion County is the frequency with which mobs took
their victims from the custody of law enforcement, apparently meeting little or no
resistance. Of the fifteen cases in which I have been able to determine the circumstances
of the suspect's capture by the mob, all but two involved suspects already in the custody
of law enforcement officers."

"Between 1885 and 1930, nineteen black men were lynched in Marion County, nine of them for
sexual offenses. Marion County lynchings were public affairs, often carried out before hundreds
of witnesses, but none of the perpetrators was prosecuted." (page 70)
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"Marion County mobs sometimes left a placard or a sign attached to the body of the victim;
when Robert Larkin was lynched in 1893, the mob left a placard reading, "Done by 300 of the
best citizens of this county." (page 72)

People Lynched in Marion County, Florida 1885 - 1930. (partial list from Table 9)

1. Robert Larkin lynched July 12, 1893, black male
2. Nero Young lynched May 15, 1894, black male
3. William Jackson lynched December 1, 1894, black male
4. William Jones lynched December 15, 1894, black male
5. John Richards lynched February 17, 1915, black male
6. Joseph Nimrod lynched December 29, 1915, black male
7. Richard Anderson lynched January 28, 1916, black male
8. Elijah Jones lynched February 12, 1921, black male
9. Chandler Colding lynched January 11, 1926, black male

“Near the end of the Civil War, several black Union soldiers in Marion County were burned to
death for supposedly trying to recruit other blacks into the Union army.” (Page 71, ¶2)

Professor Vandiver, page 72, last paragraph,

"White supremacy was deeply established in Marion County. In 1924, the Ocala Banner gave
front-page space to an announcement that the Ku Klux Klan would be organizing a chapter in
Marion County. Interested parties were instructed to send their name, church and lodge
affiliations, and their place of birth, "only 100 per cent Americans wanted." The initiation fee
was ten dollars and robes cost another five dollars."[fn 14, Ocala Banner, May 30, 1924, 1.]”

Professor Vandiver, pages 72-73,

"The tradition of lynching was also deeply rooted in the county. The author of a memoir of the
community of Citra recalled the route taken by the local school bus in the 1920s: "it went
through Cabbage Hammock, by Mr. Wartman's fence, and then by 'The Hanging Tree,' where it
was not unusual to see pieces of frayed rope swaying from a stout limb, in the early morning
light." [fn15]. Lynching seems to have had broad support among whites in Marion County."”

Professor Vandiver, page 73, second paragraph,

"Until the middle of the 1920s, the local press took a uniformly approving tone when reporting
lynchings. When Elijah Jones was lynched for allegedly raping a seventy-year-old white woman
and attempting to assault an eleven-year-old white girl, the Ocala Banner reported that three
thousand people either participated in hanging Jones or viewed his body after the lynching. The
Ocala Evening Star wrote a long article on the lynching, defending it in strident terms.
According to the paper, Jones was a "bad nigger," a "filthy ruffian," a "rape fiend," and a
"degenerate young devil." Those who lynched him were not a mob but "representative citizens,
and they consider it their duty to rid their county of rapists and rattlesnakes as soon as possible."
The mob members "understood all about" a remark Jones was reported to have made, "that he
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wanted white because he was tired of black. That is the inspiration of all the rape fiends, and the
only thing to meet it with is hot lead and hemp." The paper scornfully dismissed an inquiry from
the Associated Press concerning race troubles in Marion County, insisting that all was quiet and
that everyone was going about their business as usual." [fn16, Ocala Banner, February 18,
1921,5; Ocala Evening Star, February 14,1921,1.]”

CORRECTION: My PRR May 12, 2016 to the MCSO mistakenly quoted an earlier EJI claim of
30 lynichings in Marion County Florida. EJI subsequently reduced the number of lynchings to
18 in its Second Edition that I provided. I regret inadvertently citing to the earlier EJI data.

Mr. Jerald, in addition to the records already requested, provide records for “The Hanging Tree”,
its location and history.

Please contact me with any questions. Enclosed is 60 cents and a SASE for a copy of this letter
showing received by the MCSO. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Neil J. Gillespie
8092 SW 115th Loop
Ocala, Florida 34481

Tel. 352-854-7807
Email: neilgillespie@mfi.net 

Cc. Sgt. Clint Smith, email: csmith@marionso.com
Supervisor, MCSO Cold Case Unit

Enclosures



 
Neil Gillespie  

From: "Neil Gillespie" <neilgillespie@mfi.net>
To: "Jerald, Gregg" <gjerald@marionso.com>
Cc: "Vyse, Linda" <lvyse@marionso.com>; "Smith, Clinton" <csmith@marionso.com>; 

"Sowder,Marguerite" <msowder@marionso.com>; <recmgt@dos.myflorida.com>; "Archives" 
<Archives@DOS.MyFlorida.com>; <info@dos.myflorida.com>; 
<Cathy.Moloney@DOS.MyFlorida.com>; "Weston Petkovsek" <westonpetkovsek@fdle.state.fl.us>; 
"Rick Swearingen" <RickSwearingen@fdle.state.fl.us>; "Linton Eason" 
<lintoneason@fdle.state.fl.us>; "Jason Jones" <JasonJones@fdle.state.fl.us>; "Janine Robinson" 
<JanineRobinson@fdle.state.fl.us>; "Rebecca Cambria" <rebeccacambria@fdle.state.fl.us>; 
<publicrecords@fdle.state.fl.us>; "Neil Gillespie" <neilgillespie@mfi.net>

Sent: Monday, May 16, 2016 2:53 PM
Subject: Re: Public Records Request to the Marion County Sheriff's Office
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Mr. Jerald, 

Provide records of lynchings in Marion County that occurred at any time, and not limited to the time 
frame mentioned in your email (1880’s – 1920’s). Provide records of lynchings that happened yesterday, 
last week, a year ago, or at any other time, including the 1930’s, 1940’s, 1950’s and 1960’s, all the way 
to the present. (May 16, 2016). Also include records dating from the American Civil War forward 
(1861-1865). Marion County has found records of the Civil War whenever it is convenient to support its 
white supremacy agenda.  

Clerk of Court David Ellspermann has images of Confederate money on the Clerk’s official government 
website, Confederate money the Clerk claims was recently found in old files. The Clerk also has images 
of "hands" on its website, black men conscripted to work under peonage laws.  

Look harder Mr. Jerald, you might find some lynching records. 

Neil J. Gillespie  

----- Original Message -----  
From: Jerald, Gregg  
To: 'Neil Gillespie'  
Cc: Vyse, Linda ; Smith, Clinton ; Sowder,Marguerite  
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2016 2:29 PM 
Subject: RE: Public Records Request to the Marion County Sheriff's Office 
 
Mr. Gillespie: 
  
As Capt. Vyse indicated previously, the Marion County Sheriff’s Office does not have records 
dating back to the time frame that you have requested (1880’s – 1920’s).  Please note that 
Florida had no public records law until 1909 and the law that was passed in 1909 was 1 
sentence long and did not have any retention schedule.  In fact, it wasn’t until 1992 that the 
right to public records was even guaranteed under the Florida Constitution.  
  
When we receive your request in the mail we will be happy to stamp it received and return it 
to you in your self-addressed, stamped envelope. 
  



Best regards, 
  
  
R. Gregg Jerald 
Bureau Chief 
Bureau of Administrative Services 
Marion County Sheriff's Office 
Post Office Box 1987 
Ocala, Florida 34478 
(office) 352-368-3591 
(fax) 352-620-7209 
gjerald@marionso.com 

 
  
  
From: Neil Gillespie [mailto:neilgillespie@mfi.net]  
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2016 2:06 PM 
To: Vyse, Linda; Jerald, Gregg 
Cc: Smith, Clinton; recmgt@dos.myflorida.com; Weston Petkovsek; Rick Swearingen; Linton Eason; Jason 
Jones; Janine Robinson; Rebecca Cambria; publicrecords@fdle.state.fl.us; Archives; info@dos.myflorida.com; 
Cathy.Moloney@DOS.MyFlorida.com; Neil Gillespie 
Subject: Re: Public Records Request to the Marion County Sheriff's Office 
  
  
TO: Chief Gregg Jerald, General Counsel, Marion County Sheriff’s Office (MCSO) 
692 NW 30th Ave., Ocala, FL 34475 
  
Dear Chief Jerald, see attached my PRR to the MCSO May 16, 2016. Also shipping by UPS. Neil J. 
Gillespie. 

Public Records Request. F.S. § 119.07(1)(c) All public records requests shall be acknowledged 
promptly and in good faith. Access to public records and meetings, Art. I, Sec. 24, Fla. Const. 

----- Original Message -----  
From: Vyse, Linda  
To: 'Neil Gillespie' ; Jerald, Gregg  
Sent: Thursday, May 12, 2016 4:15 PM 
Subject: RE: Public Records Request to the Marion County Sheriff's Office 
  
Mr. Gillespie,  
  
The Marion County Sheriff’s Office does not have records dating that far back.  By law I am 
required to provide you with anything that is public record that we have existing to us; we 
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are not required to go out and find information that we do not house in our agency. I 
appreciate the effort you have already put into this and it appears that you have a good 
start in finding what you are looking for.  
  
Consider this response acknowledgement that the Marion County Sheriff’s Office did 
receive your letter emailed on May 12, 2016 and we are unable to complete your request. 
  
Captain Linda Vyse  
Marion County Sheriff’s Office  
352-368-3579     
  
From: Neil Gillespie [mailto:neilgillespie@mfi.net]  
Sent: Thursday, May 12, 2016 12:16 PM 
To: Jerald, Gregg; Vyse, Linda 
Cc: Neil Gillespie 
Subject: Public Records Request to the Marion County Sheriff's Office 
  
  
Under Florida Law, e-mail addresses are public records. If you do not want your e-mail address 
released in response to a public-records request, do not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, 
contact this office by phone or in writing. CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message and any 
attachments are for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and 
privileged information that is exempt from public disclosure. Any unauthorized review, use, 
disclosure, or distribution is prohibited. If you have received this message in error please contact the 
sender (by phone or reply electronic mail).  

Under Florida Law, e-mail addresses are public records. If you do not want your e-mail address 
released in response to a public-records request, do not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, 
contact this office by phone or in writing. CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message and any 
attachments are for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged
information that is exempt from public disclosure. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or 
distribution is prohibited. If you have received this message in error please contact the sender (by 
phone or reply electronic mail).  
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Proof of Delivery

Tracking Number: 1Z64589FP299323200
Service: UPS Ground
Weight: 1.00 lb
Shipped/Billed On: 05/16/2016
Delivered On: 05/18/2016 10:17 A.M.
Delivered To: 700 NW 30TH AVE

OCALA, FL, US   34475
Signed By: HONOR

Left At: Dock

Print This Page

Close Window

Dear Customer,

This notice serves as proof of delivery for the shipment listed below.

Thank you for giving us this opportunity to serve you.

Sincerely,

UPS

Tracking results provided by UPS:   05/18/2016 11:04 A.M.   ET

Close Window

https://wwwapps.ups.com/WebTracking/processPOD?Requester=&tracknum=1Z64589FP299323200&refNumbers=&loc=en_US

5/18/2016 11:05 AM
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VIA UPS No. 1Z64589FP291533613 May 12, 2016

Chief Gregg Jerald, General Counsel
Marion County Sheriff’s Office (MCSO)
692 NW 30th Ave.
Ocala, FL 34475
VIA Email: gjerald@marionso.com

Captain Linda Vyse, MCSO
Records & STAR Unit Commander
VIA Email: lvyse@marionso.com

Public Records Request. F.S. § 119.07(1)(c) All public records requests shall be acknowledged
promptly and in good faith. Access to public records and meetings, Art. I, Sec. 24, Fla. Const.

Dear Chief Jerald and Captain Vyse:

Provide records identifying people lynched in Marion County, Florida. The actual number of
people lynched in Marion County does not appear to be known. Attached are three resources to
assist finding the records. Provide records of any subsequent investigation into the lynchings.

1. John Richards, a black man, was lynched on February 17, 1915 in Marion County Florida
for allegedly sending an insulting note to a white woman. Attached you will find Chapter 5, “The
End of Lynching in Marion County”, from “Lethal Punishment: Lynchings and Legal Executions
in the South” by author Margaret Vandiver, a retired professor from the University of Memphis.

Professor Vandiver wrote in Lethal Punishment, Chapter 5, pages 71-72,

"A striking aspect of lynching in Marion County is the frequency with which mobs took
their victims from the custody of law enforcement, apparently meeting little or no
resistance. Of the fifteen cases in which I have been able to determine the circumstances
of the suspect's capture by the mob, all but two involved suspects already in the custody
of law enforcement officers."

"Between 1885 and 1930, nineteen black men were lynched in Marion County, nine of them for
sexual offenses. Marion County lynchings were public affairs, often carried out before hundreds
of witnesses, but none of the perpetrators was prosecuted." (page 70)

"Marion County mobs sometimes left a placard or a sign attached to the body of the victim;
when Robert Larkin was lynched in 1893, the mob left a placard reading, "Done by 300 of the
best citizens of this county." (page 72)

People Lynched in Marion County, Florida 1885 - 1930. (partial list from Table 9)

1. Robert Larkin lynched July 12, 1893, black male
2. Nero Young lynched May 15, 1894, black male
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3. William Jackson lynched December 1, 1894, black male
4. William Jones lynched December 15, 1894, black male
5. John Richards lynched February 17, 1915, black male
6. Joseph Nimrod lynched December 29, 1915, black male
7. Richard Anderson lynched January 28, 1916, black male
8. Elijah Jones lynched February 12, 1921, black male
9. Chandler Colding lynched January 11, 1926, black male

2. University of Florida professor Jack Davis is a scholar of race relations in the South.
Davis found Marion County led Florida in the number of lynchings. See attached, “Lynchings in
Florida? It was a problem here, too” The Gainesville Sun, Gainesville.com, September 3, 2005.

http://www.gainesville.com/article/20050903/DAYBREAK/50903003?template=printpicart

3. The Equal Justice Initiative, 122 Commerce Street, Montgomery, Alabama 36104
recently completed “Lynching in America: Confronting the Legacy of Racial Terror” that
documents EJI’s multi-year investigation into lynching in twelve Southern states during the
period between Reconstruction and World War II. EJI researchers documented 3959 racial terror
lynchings of African Americans in Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana,
Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia between 1877 and
1950 – at least 700 more lynchings of black people in these states than previously reported in the
most comprehensive work done on lynching to date.

http://eji.org/lynchinginamerica/

http://www.eji.org/files/Lynching_in_America_2d_Ed_Summary.pdf

The Supplement - Lynchings of African Americans by County, shows 30 lynchings in Marion
County, Florida.

http://www.eji.org/files/Lynching_in_America_Supplement_by_County_2nd_Edition.pdf

Please contact me with any questions. Enclosed is 30 cents and a SASE for a copy of this letter
showing received by the MCSO. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Neil J. Gillespie
8092 SW 115th Loop
Ocala, Florida 34481
Tel. 352-854-7807
Email: neilgillespie@mfi.net 
Enclosures



Proof of Delivery

Tracking Number: 1Z64589FP291533613
Service: UPS Ground
Weight: 2.00 lbs
Shipped/Billed On: 05/12/2016
Delivered On: 05/13/2016 10:45 A.M.
Delivered To: 700 NW 30TH AVE

OCALA, FL, US   34475
Signed By: HOUNOR

Left At: Dock

Print This Page

Close Window

Dear Customer,

This notice serves as proof of delivery for the shipment listed below.

Thank you for giving us this opportunity to serve you.

Sincerely,

UPS

Tracking results provided by UPS:   05/13/2016 11:01 A.M.   ET

Close Window

https://wwwapps.ups.com/WebTracking/processPOD?Requester=&tracknum=1Z64589FP291533613&refNumbers=&loc=en_US
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Neil Gillespie  

From: "Vyse, Linda" <lvyse@marionso.com>
To: "'Neil Gillespie'" <neilgillespie@mfi.net>; "Jerald, Gregg" <gjerald@marionso.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 12, 2016 4:15 PM
Subject: RE: Public Records Request to the Marion County Sheriff's Office

Page 1 of 1

5/12/2016

Mr. Gillespie,  
  
The Marion County Sheriff’s Office does not have records dating that far back.  By law I am 
required to provide you with anything that is public record that we have existing to us; we are 
not required to go out and find information that we do not house in our agency. I appreciate 
the effort you have already put into this and it appears that you have a good start in finding 
what you are looking for.  
  
Consider this response acknowledgement that the Marion County Sheriff’s Office did receive 
your letter emailed on May 12, 2016 and we are unable to complete your request. 
  
Captain Linda Vyse  
Marion County Sheriff’s Office  
352-368-3579     
  
From: Neil Gillespie [mailto:neilgillespie@mfi.net]  
Sent: Thursday, May 12, 2016 12:16 PM 
To: Jerald, Gregg; Vyse, Linda 
Cc: Neil Gillespie 
Subject: Public Records Request to the Marion County Sheriff's Office 
  
  
Under Florida Law, e-mail addresses are public records. If you do not want your e-mail address released 
in response to a public-records request, do not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, contact this 
office by phone or in writing. CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message and any attachments are 
for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information that 
is exempt from public disclosure. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is prohibited. 
If you have received this message in error please contact the sender (by phone or reply electronic mail). 



Chapter 5: “The First Time a Charge Like This Has Ever Been Tried in the
Courts”: The End of Lynching in Marion County, Florida. pp. 70-88
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Lethal Punishment: Lynchings and Legal Executions in the South
by Margaret Vandiver
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University of Florida professor Jack Davis is a

scholar of race relations in the South.

According to his and others' research, Alachua

County has the second highest number of

lynchings on record of any county in Florida,

right behind Marion County.

Lynchings in Florida? It was a problem here,

too

By CLAUDIA ADRIEN

Special to The Sun

Published: Saturday, September 3, 2005 at 6:01 a.m.

The shelves of Jack Davis' home office are

wall-to-wall, filled with books that depict

anything and everything about the states south

of the Mason-Dixon Line. Davis, a University of

Florida history professor, isn't just passionate

about the events that mark the Deep South.

Simply put: They're his life.

Feeding his passion, though, hasn't come

without a price.

"I just don't have it in me to do another

race-relations study," Davis says.

The study of race and the South, a never-ending

discussion among historians and laymen alike,

is a hot topic nowadays.

In June, a Mississippi jury convicted former Klansman Edgar Ray Killen of three

counts of manslaughter for the 1964 deaths of civil-rights activists James Chaney,

Andrew Goodman and Michael Schwerner. Also in June, the U.S. Senate officially

apologized for all lynchings that took place between 1882 and 1968 in this country.

Numerous attempts to pass anti-lynching legislation in the Senate had been

filibustered or blocked decades earlier.

For Davis, studying lynchings has meant interviewing hundreds of people living in

states like Mississippi and Georgia. And Florida.

"A black man had more risk of being lynched in Florida than any other place in the

country," Davis contends.

The NAACP defines lynchings as any murder that was/is conducted extra-legally or

beyond the rule of the court, under the pretense of upholding justice, Davis says.

The NAACP and other sources show that, per number of black people, Florida had

the highest lynching rate among any Southern state. Davis says about 36 percent of

these lynchings occured in what historians call Florida's Old Plantation Belt,

stretching from the Panhandle to the central part of the state. Between the 1880s to

the 1940s, there were more than 200 lynching deaths in the state, and 20 confirmed

deaths occured in Alachua County alone, according to University of Florida research.

Alachua County was the second most lynch-prone county behind Marion County.

NAACP numbers show 21 lynching deaths there.

Davis began serious research into Florida's lynching past about 15 years ago in

Madison County for his master's thesis at the University of South Florida. He

investigated the 1945 death of Jesse James Payne, a sharecropper who Davis says

had threatened to expose his employer, Levy Goodman, a local tobacco farmer,

because the farmer hadn't paid federal taxes on his crop.

Goodman, angered by the potential exposure, accused Payne of molesting the

farmer's 5-year-old daughter, historical accounts say. According to these accounts, a

lynch mob of 50 white men went after Payne. Davis says the mob was legally

organized. The tobacco farmer's brother-in-law, Lonnie T. Davis, was the Madison

This copy is for your personal, noncommercial use only. You can order presentation-ready copies for
distribution to your colleagues, clients or customers here or use the "Reprints" tool that appears above
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County sheriff. Payne survived, with a single gunshot wound in an arm. State

Trooper Simeon Moore intervened and sent Payne to the state prison hospital.

Moore hoped Payne's injury and his brief hospital stay would calm the mob,

accounts say.

But Payne never made it into court after being transferred from the hospital to the

Madison County Jail. He was sprung from the jail and shot, his body riddled with

bullets, and found on a dirt road, according to Davis' research.

The Payne lynching was the only one on record in the U.S. in 1945, and it became a

national story. The lynching took place just after the Allied victory in World War II,

when optimism about the country's future reigned.

Florida Gov. Millard F. Caldwell condemned the Payne lynching, but Davis says that

was primarily because Caldwell worried the news would hurt Florida's lucrative

tourism industry.

"After the 1920s, state leadership generally condemned lynchings," he says, "mainly

because Florida was becoming a tourist state."

The nation's focus on Payne's lynching didn't help solve the murder, although Davis,

through his research decades later, gathered new evidence. Davis' thesis is part of

the UF libraries' collection.

The Payne lynching was only one of several that exposed Florida to nationwide

scrutiny. In 1934, Claude Neil was accused of raping a white woman, and many in

the town of Marianna were complicit in his lynching, Davis says. A majority of

victims were lynched on accusations of murder or theft, not rape, Davis says.

"(The Claude Neil case) really represented a turning point," he says. "It was a

lynching that outraged much of the American public outside the South."

The NAACP tried to use the Claude Neil incident to push the federal government

into passing anti-lynching legislation - legislation that was never passed.

Despite these high-profile cases, lynchings in Florida for decades received little

scholarly attention, Davis says.

"(Florida) doesn't tend to be studied as part of the South as a whole," says W.

Fitzhugh Brundage, a history professor at the University of North Carolina, Chapel

Hill.

Brundage, a noted scholar of the South who has written several books about

lynchings, says there's no definitive book written about Florida lynchings, and many

historians fail to include Florida in their analysis of lynchings. As the former chair of

the UF history department, Brundage is keenly aware of Florida's unflattering

history, especially in Alachua County.

In 1998, Brundage encouraged a student of his, Susan Jean, to explore her interest

in Florida lynchings and especially those that took place around Gainesville. The 18

lynchings Jean verified in Alachua County is a significant number, as few counties in

Georgia had that high a figure, Brundage says.

"That is extremely high by any standards in the South," Brundage says.

A surge in interest Scholars didn't begin in-depth lynching studies until the 1990s.

That's because, after the civil-rights movement, scholarly concentration moved to

affirmative action and more forward-looking issues surrounding race, says

Brundage. Lynching, scholars reasoned, was part of the past.

That began to change earlier this summer when U.S. senators pushed a resolution

through the Senate apologizing for the long string of lynchings in U.S. history. The

vote was oral, so no record was kept of who agreed or disagreed with the resolution.

Many of the senators who initiated the legislation were inspired by a book of

lynching photographs. The material from "Without Sanctuary: Photographs and

Postcards of Lynching in America" was first on display in Atlanta in 2002, and has

toured the country since. The exhibit is currently on display at the Chicago Historical

Society.

Brundage says the resolution was also inspired by the political motives of a few.

Despite lawmakers' ambiguous motivations, Brundage says he's excited about the

recent attention placed on this country's lynchings. Renewed scholarship may shed
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light on the darkest elements of human behavior. But, Brundage also hopes there's

continued emphasis on Florida's past lynchings.

Digging into the past Jean, Brundage's former student, brought much of this past to

light more than seven years ago.

"I got started on it by accident," she says of her honors thesis.

Originally, Jean's intentions were only to look into Alachua County lynchings. But,

she felt there wasn't enough information. Instead, Jean spent a summer digging

through hundreds of issues of Florida papers and summarily verified more than 200

recorded Florida lynchings between the 1880s and the 1940s.

"Susan has the best count," Brundage says.

History, though, is more than compiling evidence. Jean decided to analyze the ways

in which white Southern reporters covered lynchings in Florida, if the lynchings

were covered at all.

"I wanted to see if there was continued discussion in the papers," she says.

Jean discovered that some smaller papers would cover a small-town lynching in full

detail, whereas a nearby larger newspaper would give it no coverage. Sometimes

newspapers were unlikely to report a lynching that could embarrass the community,

Jean says.

"(Newspapers) were a product of their time, and they were shaping their time," Jean

says. "You're always at the mercy of your records."

Some residents of Newberry, just west of Gainesville, claim there were more

lynchings than the 20 that Jean was able to verify for Alachua County. Jean hopes to

donate her research to the Newberry Public Library.

Davis insists that renewed study of past lynchings serves a greater purpose than

contributing to a body of knowledge.

"It's important we don't forget the way things were," he says.

Copyright © 2016 Gainesville.com — All rights reserved. Restricted use only.
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     From the Civil War until World War II, millions of African Americans were
terrorized and traumatized by the lynching of thousands of black men,
women, and children.  This report documents this history and contends that
America’s legacy of racial terror must be more fully addressed if racial justice
is to be achieved.

Men and boys pose beneath the body of Lige Daniels shortly after he was lynched on August 3, 1920, in Center, Texas. 
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W ithout memory, our existence
would be barren and opaque, like

a prison cell into which no light
penetrates; like a tomb which rejects the
living . . . [I]f anything can, it is memory
that will save humanity.  For me, hope
without memory is like memory without
hope.

- Elie Wiesel



Introduction

      During the period between the Civil War and World War II, thousands of African Ameri-
cans were lynched in the United States.  Lynchings were violent and public acts of torture
that traumatized black people throughout the country and were largely tolerated by state
and federal officials.  These lynchings were terrorism.  “Terror lynchings” peaked between
1880 and 1940 and claimed the lives of African American men, women, and children who
were forced to endure the fear, humiliation, and barbarity of this widespread phenomenon
unaided.

      Lynching profoundly impacted race relations in this country and shaped the geographic,
political, social, and economic conditions of African Americans in ways that are still evident
today.  Terror lynchings fueled the mass migration of millions of black people from the South
into urban ghettos in the North and West throughout the first half of the twentieth century.
Lynching created a fearful environment where racial subordination and segregation was main-
tained with limited resistance for decades.  Most critically, lynching reinforced a legacy of
racial inequality that has never been adequately addressed in America.  The administration
of criminal justice in particular is tangled with the history of lynching in profound and impor-
tant ways that continue to contaminate the integrity and fairness of the justice system.

      This report begins a necessary conversation to confront the injustice, inequality, anguish,
and suffering that racial terror and violence created.  The history of terror lynching compli-
cates contemporary issues of race, punishment, crime, and justice.  Mass incarceration, ex-
cessive penal punishment, disproportionate sentencing of racial minorities, and police abuse
of people of color reveal problems in American society that were framed in the terror era.
The narrative of racial difference that lynching dramatized continues to haunt us.  Avoiding
honest conversation about this history has undermined our ability to build a nation where
racial justice can be achieved.

The Context for this Report

      In America, there is a legacy of racial inequality shaped by the enslavement of millions
of black people.  The era of slavery was followed by decades of terrorism and racial subordi-
nation most dramatically evidenced by lynching.  The civil rights movement of the 1950s and
1960s challenged the legality of many of the most racist practices and structures that sus-
tained racial subordination but the movement was not followed by a continued commitment
to truth and reconciliation.  Consequently, this legacy of racial inequality has persisted, leaving
us vulnerable to a range of problems that continue to reveal racial disparities and injustice.
EJI believes it is essential that we begin to discuss our history of racial injustice more soberly
and to understand the implications of our past in addressing the challenges of the present.
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      Lynching in America is the second in a series of reports that examines the trajectory
of American history from slavery to mass incarceration.  In 2013, EJI published Slavery in
America, which documents the slavery era and its continuing legacy, and erected three
public markers in Montgomery, Alabama, to change the visual landscape of a city and state
that has romanticized the mid-nineteenth century and ignored the devastation and horror
created by racialized slavery and the slave trade. 

      Over the past four years, EJI staff have spent thousands of hours researching and doc-
umenting terror lynchings in the twelve most active lynching states in America:  Alabama,
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Car-
olina, Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia.  We distinguish “racial terror lynchings”—the subject
of this report—from hangings and mob violence that followed some criminal trial process
or that were committed against non-minorities without the threat of terror.  Those lynch-
ings were a crude form of punishment that did not have the features of “terror lynchings”
directed at racial minorities who were being threatened and menaced in multiple ways.

      We also distinguish “terror lynchings” from racial violence and hate crimes that were
prosecuted as criminal acts.  Although criminal prosecution for hate crimes was rare during
the period we examine, such prosecutions ameliorated those acts of violence and racial
animus.  The lynchings we document were acts of terrorism because these murders were
carried out with impunity, sometimes in broad daylight, often “on the courthouse lawn.”
These lynchings were not “frontier justice,” because they generally took place in commu-
nities where there was a functioning criminal justice system that was deemed too good
for African Americans.  Terror lynchings were horrific acts of violence whose perpetrators
were never held accountable.  Indeed, some “public spectacle lynchings” were attended
by the entire white community and conducted as celebratory acts of racial control and
domination.

Key Findings of this Report

      First, racial terror lynching was much more prevalent than previously reported.  EJI re-
searchers have documented several hundred more lynchings than the number identified
in the most comprehensive work done on lynching to date. The extraordinary work of
E.M. Beck and Stewart E. Tolnay provided an invaluable resource, as did the research col-
lected at Tuskegee University in Tuskegee, Alabama.  These sources are widely viewed as
the most comprehensive collection of research data on the subject of lynching in America.
EJI conducted extensive analysis of these data as well as supplemental research and inves-
tigation of lynchings in each of the subject states.  We reviewed local newspapers, historical
archives, and court records; conducted interviews with local historians, survivors, and vic-
tims’ descendants; and exhaustively examined contemporaneously published reports in
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African American newspapers.  EJI has documented 4075 racial terror lynchings in twelve
Southern states between the end of Reconstruction in 1877 and 1950, which is at least
800 more lynchings in these states than previously reported.

      Second, some states and counties were particularly terrifying places for African Amer-
icans and had dramatically higher rates of lynching than other states and counties we re-
viewed.  Mississippi, Florida, Arkansas, and Louisiana had the highest statewide rates of
lynching in the United States.  Mississippi,  Georgia, and Louisiana had the highest number
of lynchings.  Hernando, Lafayette, Taylor, and Citrus counties in Florida; Early and Oconee
counties in Georgia; Fulton County, Kentucky; and Moore County, Tennessee had the high-
est rates of terror lynchings in America.  Phillips County, Arkansas; Lafourche and Tensas
parishes in Louisiana; and New Hanover County, North Carolina, were sites of mass killings
of African Americans in single-incident violence that mark them as notorious places in the
history of racial terror violence.  The largest numbers of lynchings were found in Jefferson
County, Alabama; Orange, Columbia, and Polk counties in Florida; Fulton and Early coun-
ties in Georgia; Caddo, Ouachita, Bossier, Iberia, and Tangipahoa parishes in Louisiana;
Hinds, Leflore, Kemper, and Yazoo counties in Mississippi; Anderson County, Texas; and
Shelby County, Tennessee.

      Third, our research confirms that many victims of terror lynchings were murdered with-
out being accused of any crime; they were killed for minor social transgressions or for de-
manding basic rights and fair treatment.  Racial terror lynching was a tool used to enforce
Jim Crow laws and racial segregation—a tactic for maintaining racial control by victimizing
the entire African American community, not merely punishment of an alleged perpetra-
tor for a crime.

      Fourth, our conversations with survivors of lynchings show that terror lynching played
a key role in the forced migration of millions of black Americans out of the South.  Thou-
sands of people fled to the North and West out of fear of being lynched.  Parents and
spouses sent away loved ones who suddenly found themselves at risk of being lynched
for a minor social transgression; they characterized these frantic, desperate escapes as
surviving “near-lynchings.”

      Fifth, in all of the subject states, we observed that there is an astonishing absence of
any effort to acknowledge, discuss, or address lynching.  Many of the communities where
lynchings took place have gone to great lengths to erect markers and monuments that me-
morialize the Civil War, the Confederacy, and historical events during which local power
was violently reclaimed by white Southerners.  These communities celebrate and honor
the architects of racial subordination and political leaders known for their belief in white
supremacy.  There are very few monuments or memorials that address the history and
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legacy of lynching in particular or the struggle for racial equality more generally.  Most
communities do not actively or visibly recognize how their race relations were shaped by
terror lynching.

      Sixth, we found that most terror lynchings can best be understood as having the fea-
tures of one or more of the following:  (1) lynchings that resulted from a wildly distorted
fear of interracial sex; (2) lynchings in response to casual social transgressions; (3) lynch-
ings based on allegations of serious violent crime; (4) public spectacle lynchings; (5)
lynchings that escalated into large-scale violence targeting the entire African American
community; and (6) lynchings of sharecroppers, ministers, and community leaders who
resisted mistreatment, which were most common between 1915 and 1940.

      Seventh, the decline of lynching in the studied states relied heavily on the increased
use of capital punishment imposed by court order following an often accelerated trial.
That the death penalty’s roots are sunk deep in the legacy of lynching is evidenced by the
fact that public executions to mollify the mob continued after the practice was legally
banned.

      Finally, the Equal Justice Initiative believes that our nation must fully address our his-
tory of racial terror and the legacy of racial inequality it has created.  This report explores
the power of “truth and reconciliation” or transitional justice to address oppressive histo-
ries by urging communities to honestly and soberly recognize the pain of the past.  Only
when we concretize the experience through discourse, memorials, monuments, and other
acts of reconciliation can we overcome the shadows cast by these grievous events.  We
hope you will join our effort to help towns, cities, and states confront and recover from
tragic histories of racial violence and terrorism and to improve the health of our commu-
nities by creating an environment where there can truly be equal justice for all.
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Second Slavery After the Civil War

      At the end of the Civil War, the nation did nothing to address the narrative of racial dif-
ference that is the most enduring evil of American slavery.  Involuntary servitude was hor-
rific for enslaved people, but the ideology of white supremacy was in many ways a more
severe barrier to freedom and equality.  White Southern identity was grounded in a belief
that whites are inherently superior to African Americans.  Following the war, whites reacted
violently to the notion that they would now have to treat their former human property as
equals and pay for their labor.  Plantation owners attacked black people simply for claiming
their freedom.  In May 1866, in Memphis, Tennessee, forty-six African Americans were
killed; ninety-one houses, four churches, and twelve schools were burned to the ground;
at least five women were raped; and many black people fled the city permanently.

      In his 1867 annual message to Congress, President Andrew Johnson declared that black
Americans had “less capacity for government than any other race of people,” that they
would “relapse into barbarism” if left to their own devices, and that giving them the vote
would result in “a tyranny such as this continent has never yet witnessed.”  Instead of fa-
cilitating black land ownership, President Johnson (a Unionist former slaveholder from Ten-
nessee) advocated a new practice that soon replaced slavery as a primary source of
Southern agricultural labor:  sharecropping.
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      Officials struggled to control increasingly violent and lawless groups of white suprema-
cists in their states.  Beginning as disparate “social clubs” of former Confederate soldiers,
these groups morphed into large paramilitary organizations that drew thousands of mem-
bers from all sectors of white society.  As historian Eric Foner explained, the “wave of coun-
terrevolutionary terror that swept over large parts of the South between 1868 and 1871
lacks a counterpart . . . in the American experience.”  While white mobs attacked black vot-
ers, the United States Supreme Court began an assault on the legal architecture of Recon-
struction.  Prior to 1865, the Court had only twice struck down congressional acts as
unconstitutional; between 1865 and 1872, the Court did so twelve times.  A proposal in
Congress to discipline Georgia for the violence and corruption surrounding its 1870 election
was defeated by a five-day filibuster, and Northern support for federal intervention on be-
half of black people living in the South diminished considerably.

      Undermined by the United States Supreme Court and a Congress that retreated from
protecting recently emancipated African Americans, Reconstruction collapsed.  As one
black man from Louisiana stated, “The whole South—every state in the South—had got
into the hands of the very men that held us as slaves.”  For millions of black men, women,
and children, a new violent and tragic era in America had begun.  As Mississippi Governor
Adelbert Ames predicted, “They are to be returned to a condition of serfdom.  An era of
second slavery.” 
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The Politics That Created Terrorism

      When Alabama rewrote its constitution in 1901, John B. Knox, president of the consti-
tutional convention, opened the proceedings with a statement of purpose:  “Why it is
within the limits imposed by the Federal Constitution, to establish white supremacy in this
state.”  The South created a system of state and local laws and practices that constituted
a pervasive and deep-rooted racial caste system.  The era of “second slavery” had officially
begun.  Relying on language in the Thirteenth Amendment that prohibits slavery and in-
voluntary servitude “except as punishment for crime,” lawmakers empowered white-con-
trolled governments to extract black labor in private lease contracts or on state-owned
farms.

      By 1890, the term “Jim
Crow” was used to describe
the “subordination and
separation of black people
in the South, much of it
codified and much of it still
enforced by custom, habit,
and violence.”  Racial segre-
gation often meant the
total exclusion of black
people from public facili-
ties, institutions, and op-
portunities.  Over the
century that this racial
caste system reigned, per-
ceived violations of the
racial order were met with
brutal violence targeted at
black Americans—and
lynching was the weapon
of choice.  Southern lynch-
ing took on a racialized
character, and a brutal era
of racial terror was born.

(Thomas Nast/Harper's Weekly, Sept. 5, 1868)
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Lynching in America

      By the end of the nineteenth century, Southern lynching had become a tool of racial
control that terrorized and targeted African Americans.  Through lynching, Southern white
communities asserted their racial dominance over the region’s political and economic re-
sources—a dominance first achieved through slavery would be restored through terror.

Characteristics of the Lynching Era

      The thousands of African Americans lynched between 1877 and 1950 differed in many
respects, but in most cases, the circumstances of their murders can be categorized as one
or more of the following:  (1) lynchings that resulted from a wildly distorted fear of inter-
racial sex; (2) lynchings in response to casual social transgressions; (3) lynchings based on
allegations of serious violent crime; (4) public spectacle lynchings; (5) lynchings that esca-
lated into large-scale violence targeting the entire African American community; and (6)
lynchings of sharecroppers, ministers, and community leaders who resisted mistreatment,
which were most common between 1915 and 1940.

      Lynchings Based on Fear of Interracial Sex.  Nearly 25 percent of the lynchings of
African Americans in the South were based on charges of sexual assault.  The mere accu-
sation of rape, even without an identification by the alleged victim, could arouse a lynch
mob.  The definition of black-on-white “rape” in the South required no allegation of force
because white institutions, laws, and most white people rejected the idea that a white
woman would willingly consent to sex with an African American man.

      In 1889, in Aberdeen, Mississippi, Keith Bowen allegedly tried to enter a room where
three white women were sitting; though no further allegation was made against him, Mr.
Bowen was lynched by the “entire (white) neighborhood” for his “offense.”  General Lee,
a black man, was lynched by a white mob in 1904 for merely knocking on the door of a
white woman’s house in Reevesville, South Carolina; and in 1912, Thomas Miles was
lynched for allegedly inviting a white woman to have a cold drink with him.  

      Lynchings Based on Minor Social Transgressions. Hundreds of African Americans ac-
cused of no serious crime were lynched for social grievances like speaking disrespectfully,
refusing to step off the sidewalk, using profane language, using an improper title for a
white person, suing a white man, arguing with a white man, bumping into a white woman,
and insulting a white person.  African Americans living in the South during this era were
terrorized by the knowledge that they could be lynched if they intentionally or accidentally
violated any social convention defined by any white person.
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      In 1940, Jesse Thornton was lynched in Luverne, Alabama, for referring to a white police
officer by his name without the title of “mister.”  In 1918, Private Charles Lewis was lynched
in Hickman, Kentucky, after he refused to empty his pockets while wearing his Army uni-
form.  White men lynched Jeff Brown in 1916 in Cedarbluff, Mississippi, for accidentally
bumping into a white girl as he ran to catch a train.

      Lynchings Based on Allegations of Crime. More than half of the lynching victims EJI
documented were killed under accusation of committing murder or rape.  Deep racial hos-
tility in the South during this period focused suspicion on black people, whether evidence
supported that suspicion or not, especially in cases of violent crime against white victims.

      Whites’ accusations against black people were rarely scrutinized seriously.  Of the hun-
dreds of black people lynched under accusation of rape and murder, nearly all were killed
without being legally convicted.  When Berry Noyse was accused of killing the sheriff in
Lexington, Tennessee, in 1918, an angry mob lynched him in the courthouse square,
dragged his body through the town, shot it dozens of times, and burned the body in the
middle of the street below hung banners that read, “This is the way we do our bit.”

Jesse Washington was burned before a crowd of thousands in Waco, Texas, in 1916.  (© Bettmann/CORBIS.)



      Public Spectacle Lynchings.  Large crowds of
white people, often numbering in the thousands
and including elected officials and prominent citi-
zens, gathered to witness pre-planned, heinous
killings that featured prolonged torture, mutilation,
dismemberment, and/or burning of the victim.
White press justified and promoted these carnival-
like events, with vendors selling food, printers pro-
ducing postcards featuring photographs of the
lynching and corpse, and the victim’s body parts
collected as souvenirs.  These killings were bold,
public acts that implicated the entire community and sent a message that African Ameri-
cans were sub-human, their subjugation was to be achieved through any means necessary,
and whites who carried out lynchings would face no legal repercussions.

      In 1904, after Luther Holbert allegedly killed a local white landowner, he and a black
woman believed to be his wife were captured by a mob and taken to Doddsville, Missis-
sippi, to be lynched before hundreds of white spectators. Both victims were tied to a tree
and forced to hold out their hands while members of the mob methodically chopped off
their fingers and distributed them as souvenirs.  Next, their ears were cut off.  Mr. Holbert
was then beaten so severely that his skull was fractured and one of his eyes was left hang-

In Dyersburg, Tennessee, a
mob tortured Lation Scott with
a hot poker iron, gouging out
his eyes, shoving the hot poker
down his throat and pressing it
all over his body before
castrating him and burning him
alive over a slow fire.  

Lynching of Henry Smith in Paris, Texas, on February 1, 1893 (© CORBIS)
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ing from its socket.  Members of the mob used a large corkscrew to bore holes into the
victims’ bodies and pull out large chunks of “quivering flesh,” after which both victims were
thrown onto a raging fire and burned.  The white men, women, and children present
watched the horrific murders while enjoying deviled eggs, lemonade, and whiskey in a pic-
nic-like atmosphere.

      Lynchings Targeting the Entire African American Community. Some lynch mobs tar-
geted entire black communities by forcing black people to witness lynchings and demand-
ing that they leave the area or face a similar fate.  These lynchings were designed for broad
impact—to send a message of domination, to instill fear, and sometimes to drive African
Americans from the community.  After a lynching in Forsyth County, Georgia, in 1912, white
vigilantes distributed leaflets demanding that all black people leave the county or suffer
deadly consequences; so many black families fled that, by 1920, the county’s black popu-
lation had plunged from 1100 to just thirty.

      To maximize lynching as a terrorizing symbol of power and control over the black com-
munity, white mobs frequently chose to lynch victims in a prominent place inside the
town’s African American district.  In 1918 in rural Unicoi County, Tennessee, a group of
white men sought a black man named Thomas Devert who was accused of kidnapping a
white girl.  When the men found Mr. Devert crossing a river with the girl in his arms, they
shot him in the head and the girl drowned.  Insisting that the entire black community
needed to witness Mr. Devert’s fate, the enraged mob dragged his dead body to the town
railyard and built a funeral pyre.  The white men then rounded up all sixty African American
residents and forced the men, women, and children to watch the corpse burn.  These
African Americans and eighty black people who worked at a local quarry were then told to
leave the county within twenty-four hours. 

      Lynchings of Black People Resisting Mistreatment (1915-1940).  From 1915 to 1940,
whites used lynching to suppress African Americans who, individually and in organized
groups, were demanding the economic and civil rights to which they were entitled.

      In 1918, when Elton Mitchell of Earle, Arkansas, refused to work on a white-owned
farm without pay, “prominent” white citizens of the city cut him into pieces with butcher
knives and hung his remains from a tree.  In Hernando, Mississippi, in 1935, when white
landowners learned that Reverend T. A. Allen was trying to start a sharecropper’s union
among local impoverished and exploited black laborers, they formed a mob, seized him, shot
him many times, and threw him into the Coldwater River.  Also in 1935, Joe Spinner Johnson,
leader of the Sharecroppers’ Union in Perry County, Alabama, was called from work by his
landlord and delivered to a white gang that tied him “hog-fashion with a board behind his
neck and his hands and feet tied in front of him” and beat him.  Mr. Johnson’s mutilated body
was found several days later in a field near the town of Greensboro.



Lynching in the South, 1877-1950

      This report documents 4075 lynchings of black people that occurred in Alabama,
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina,
Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia between 1877 and 1950.  The data reveals telling trends across
time and region, including that lynchings peaked between 1880 and 1940.

      Mississippi, Georgia, and Louisiana had the highest absolute number of African Amer-
ican lynching victims during this period.  The rankings change when the number of lynch-
ings are considered relative to each state’s total population and African American
population.  Mississippi, Florida, and Arkansas had the highest per capita rates of lynching
by total population, while Arkansas, Florida, and Louisiana had the highest per capita rates
of lynching by African American population.  (See Tables 1 and 2.)

      The twenty-five counties with the highest rates of lynchings of African Americans during
this era are located in eight of the twelve states studied:  Arkansas, Florida, Louisiana, Ten-
nessee, Georgia, Kentucky, Texas, and Mississippi.  The terror of lynching was not confined
to a few outlier states.  Racial terror cast a shadow of fear across the region.  (See Table 3.)

In 1940, Jesse Thornton
was lynched in Luverne,
Alabama, for referring to
a white police officer by
his name without the title
of “mister.”

In 1912, Thomas Miles was
lynched for allegedly
writing letters to a white
woman inviting her to
have a cold drink with
him.

In 1918, Private Charles
Lewis was lynched in
Hickman, Kentucky,
after   he refused to
empty his pockets
while wearing his
Army uniform.

General Lee, a black
man, was lynched by a
white mob in 1904 for
merely knocking on
the door of a white
woman’s house in
Reevesville, South
Carolina.

White men lynched Jeff
Brown in 1916 in
Cedarbluff, Mississippi,
for accidentally bumping
into a white girl as he ran
to catch a train.

In 1889, in Aberdeen,
Mississippi, Keith Bowen
was lynched after he
allegedly tried to enter a
room where three white
women were sitting.
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Table 2:  Number of African Americans Lynched Annually Per 100,000 
Residents in Southern States, 1880 to 1940

                                         State Per capita rate

                                         Mississippi 0.580
                                         Florida 0.541
                                         Arkansas 0.530
                                         Louisiana 0.479
                                         Georgia 0.380
                                         Alabama 0.278
                                         South Carolina 0.200
                                         Tennessee 0.166
                                         Texas 0.141
                                         Kentucky 0.114
                                         North Carolina 0.083
                                         Virginia 0.08116

Table 1:  African American Lynching Victims by State, 1877-1950

                                         Alabama 363
                                         Arkansas 491
                                         Florida 307
                                         Georgia 595
                                         Kentucky 170
                                         Louisiana 559
                                         Mississippi 614
                                         North Carolina 122
                                         South Carolina 184
                                         Tennessee 238
                                         Texas 344
                                         Virginia 88
                                         Total 4075



Rank                County                                     Lynchings

1.                       Phillips, AR                             244
2-t.                   Caddo, LA                               51
2-t.                   Lafourche, LA                        51
4-t.                   Fulton, GA                              37
4-t.                   Ouachita, LA                          37
6.                     Orange, FL                              33
7.                      Tensas, LA                               30
8.                     Jefferson, AL                         29
9.                     Bossier, LA                              27
10.                    Iberia, AL                                 26
11-t.                  Early, GA                                  24
11-t.                  Tangipahoa, LA                      24
13-t.                 Hinds, MS                                22
13-t.                 Leflore, MS                             22
13-t.                 Anderson, TX                         22
16-t.                 Columbia, FL                          21
16-t.                 Kemper, MS                           21
16-t.                 New Hanover, NC                 21
19-t.                 Polk, FL                                    20
19-t.                 Yazoo, MS                              20
19-t.                 Shelby, TN                               20
22-t.                 Alachua, FL                             19
22-t.                 Fulton, KY                               19
22-t.                 Carroll, MS                              19
22-t.                 Lowndes, MS                         19

Table 3:  25 Counties With the Most Lynching Victims, 1877-1950
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Enabling an Era of Lynching:  Retreat, Resistance, and Refuge

      The lynching era was fueled by the movement to restore white supremacy, but North-
ern and federal officials who failed to act as black people were terrorized and murdered
enabled this campaign of racial terrorism.  For more than six decades, as Southern whites
used lynching to enforce a post-slavery system of racial dominance, white officials outside
the South watched and did little.  

      Congress never passed an anti-lynching bill, instead capitulating to Southern politicians
who argued that such legislation constituted racial “favoritism” and violated states’ rights.
Southern states passed their own anti-lynching laws to show that federal legislation was
unnecessary, but refused to enforce them.  Very few white people were convicted of mur-
der for lynching a black person in America during this period,and of all lynchings committed
after 1900, only 1 percent resulted in a lyncher being convicted of a criminal offense.

      By 1886, a “New South” con-
trolled by white supremacist leaders
was largely established.  The domi-
nant political narrative blamed
lynching on its victims, insisting that
brutal mob violence was the only ap-
propriate response to the growing
scourge of black men raping white
women.  Southern white politicians
relied on lynching and vigilantism to restore white supremacist state governments and
successfully defeated proposed federal voting rights protections.  When the Southern-con-
trolled Democratic Party won the White House and a majority of Congress in 1892—just
as the national lynching rate soared—the Republican Party “defected entirely to the resur-
gent white supremacist order,” and in 1896 regained power by running “strictly as a party
of economic interests, not civil rights.” 

Opposition to Lynching

      African Americans undertook their own efforts to combat the terror of lynching through
grassroots activism.  Black people targeted members of white lynch mobs for economic
retaliation by boycotting their businesses, refusing to work for them, and setting fire to
their property.  To thwart lynching attempts, black people risked serious harm to hide fugi-
tives, organized sentinels to guard prisoners against lynch mobs, and engaged in armed
self-defense.  Black anti-lynching activists like journalists Ida B. Wells and T. Thomas Fortune
and Tuskegee sociologist Monroe Work harnessed the growing power of the black press

President Theodore Roosevelt
declared that “the greatest existing
cause of lynching is the perpetration,
especially by black men, of the
hideous crime of rape.”



to dispute the black-on-white rape ex-
cuse and demand accountability for
lynchings.

      Black efforts to combat racial vio-
lence during the lynching era gave rise to
many important black organizations, in-
cluding the nation’s most effective and
longstanding, the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP).   The NAACP formed in direct
response to racial attacks in Springfield,
Illinois, in 1908 that shocked Northerners
and demonstrated that lynching was not
only a Southern phenomenon.  The
NAACP’s campaign decrying lynching as
“America’s shame” helped turn the tide of public opinion—including in the South.  In 1930,
white Southerners launched the Association of Southern Women to Prevent Lynching and
by 1940, it had 40,000 supporters.  By the mid-1930s, “forward-looking white Southerners
were compelled to adopt the position that lynching was barbaric and disgraceful, even as
they continued to defend white supremacy or rail against black criminality.”

      When national lynching rates declined markedly in the 1930s, NAACP Executive Secre-
tary Walter White attributed the trend to these shifts in the public discourse and to anti-
lynching activism, as well as to the Great Migration. In a brutal environment of racial
subordination and terror, faced with the constant threat of harm, close to six million black
Americans fled the South between 1910 and 1970.  Within a single decade, the black pop-
ulations of Georgia and South Carolina declined by 22 percent and 24 percent, respectively.
The United States Department of Labor observed that one of the “more effective causes
of the exodus . . . is the Negroes’ insecurity from mob violence and lynchings.”

Confronting Lynching

      When the era of racial terror and widespread lynching ended in the mid-twentieth cen-
tury, it left behind a nation and an American South fundamentally altered by decades of
systematic community-based violence against black Americans.  The effects of the lynching
era echoed through the latter half of the twentieth century.  African Americans continued
to face violent intimidation when they transgressed social boundaries or asserted their
civil rights, and the criminal justice system continued to target people of color and victimize
African Americans.  These legacies have yet to be confronted.
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Howard University students protest lynching, 1934.   
(© Bettmann/CORBIS.)



      Black Southerners who survived the lynching era remained subject to the established
legal system of racial apartheid known as Jim Crow.  As organized resistance to this racial
caste system began to swell in the early 1950s, black demonstrators were met with violent
opposition from white police officers and community members.  Black activists who
protested racial segregation and disenfranchisement through boycotts, sit-ins, voter reg-
istration drives, and mass marches were beaten, shot, and bombed by whites.

      Lynching and racial terror profoundly compromised the criminal justice system, which
required no reliable findings of guilt to authorize “legal” executions or to hand over pris-
oners to the lynch mob.  Southern courts deeply embedded themselves in the exploitation
of black workers in the South by enforcing “Black Codes” and convict leasing laws that
branded black people as criminals to facilitate their reenslavement for state profit.  In fla-
grant violation of federal law, local officials barred African Americans from serving on juries,
which reinforced the impunity under which lynching flourished.  The fairness of the judicial
system was wholly compromised for African Americans, and the courts operated as tools
of their subjugation.

      Lynching also racialized criminality.  Whites defended lynching as necessary to protect
their property, families, and Southern way of life from dangerous black criminals, both in
response to allegations of criminal behavior and as a preemptive strike against the threat
of black violent crime.  Although the Constitution’s presumption of innocence is a bedrock
principle of American criminal justice, African Americans were assigned a presumption of
guilt.

Prisoners from Limestone Correctional Facility in Alabama work on a “chain gang” as punishment, 1995.  
(© Andrew Holbrooke/CORBIS.)

20



21

Lynching’s Legacy:  Capital Punishment in America

“Perhaps the most important reason that lynching declined is that it was replaced
by a more palatable form of violence.”

      By 1915, court-ordered executions outpaced lynchings in the former slave states for
the first time. Two-thirds of those executed in the 1930s were black, and the trend con-
tinued.  As African Americans fell to just 22 percent of the South’s population between
1910 and 1950, they constituted 75 percent of those executed in the South during that
period.  In the 1987 case of McCleskey v. Kemp, the Supreme Court considered statistical
evidence demonstrating that Georgia decisionmakers were more than four times as likely
to impose death for the killing of a white person than a black person.  Accepting the
data as accurate, the Court described racial bias in sentencing as “an inevitable part of
our criminal justice system” and upheld Warren McCleskey’s death sentence because
he had failed to identify a “constitutionally significant risk of racial bias” in his case.

       Race remains a significant factor in capital sentencing.  African Americans make up
less than 13 percent of the nation’s population, but 43 percent of those currently on
death row in America are black, and nearly 35 percent of those executed since 1976 have
been black. In 96 percent of states where researchers have completed studies examining
the relationship between race and the death penalty, results reveal a pattern of discrim-
ination based on the race of the victim, the race of the defendant, or both.  Capital trials
today remain proceedings with little racial diversity; the accused is often the only person
of color in the courtroom and illegal racial discrimination in jury selection is widespread,
especially in the South and in capital cases.  In Houston County, Alabama, prosecutors
have excluded 80 percent of qualified African Americans from juries in death penalty
cases.

       More than eight in ten American lynchings between 1889 and 1918 occurred in the
South, and more than eight in ten of the more than 1400 legal executions carried out in
this country since 1976 have been in the South.  Modern death sentences are dispropor-
tionately meted out to African Americans accused of crimes against white victims; efforts
to combat racial bias and create federal protection against racial bias in the administra-
tion of the death penalty remain thwarted by familiar appeals to the rhetoric of states’
rights; and regional data demonstrates that the modern death penalty in America mirrors
racial violence of the past.  As contemporary proponents of the American death penalty
focus on form rather than substance by tinkering with the aesthetics of lethal punish-
ment to improve procedures and methods, capital punishment remains rooted in racial
terror—“a direct descendant of lynching.”
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Trauma and the Legacy of Lynching

      The lynching era left thousands dead; it significantly marginalized black people in the
country’s political, economic, and social systems; and it fueled a massive migration of black
refugees out of the South.  In addition, lynching—and other forms of racial terrorism—in-
flicted deep traumatic and psychological wounds on survivors, witnesses, family members,
and the entire African American community.  Whites who participated in or witnessed grue-
some lynchings and socialized their children in this culture of violence also were psycho-
logically damaged.  And state officials’ indifference to and complicity in lynchings created
enduring national and institutional wounds that we have not yet confronted or begun to
heal.  Establishing monuments and memorials to commemorate lynching has the power
to end the silence and inaction that have compounded this psycho-social trauma and to
begin the process of recovery.

      Most Southern terror lynching victims were killed on sites that remain unmarked and
unrecognized.  The Southern landscape is cluttered with plaques, statues, and monuments
that record, celebrate, and lionize generations of American defenders of white supremacy,
including public officials and private citizens who perpetrated violent crimes against black
citizens during the era of racial terror.  The absence of a prominent public memorial ac-
knowledging racial terrorism is a powerful statement about our failure to value the African
Americans who were killed or gravely wounded in this brutal campaign of racial violence.
National commemoration of the atrocities inflicted on African Americans during decades
of racial terrorism would begin building trust between the survivors of racial terrorism and
the governments and legal systems that failed to protect them.

Lynching victims George Dorsey and Dorothy Dorsey Malcolm are buried by the black community, Monroe, Georgia, 1946.  
(© Bettmann/CORBIS.)



      Lynchings occurred in communities where African Americans today remain
marginalized, disproportionately poor, overrepresented in prisons and jails, and
underrepresented in decisionmaking roles in the criminal justice system.  The traumatic
experience of surviving mass violence creates “insecurity, mistrust, and disconnection from
people”—psychological harms that were amplified by the dangers inherent in navigating
Southern racial boundaries.

      The psychological harm inflicted by the era of terror lynching extends to the millions
of white men, women, and children who instigated, attended, celebrated, and internalized
these horrific spectacles of collective violence.  Participation in collective violence leaves
perpetrators with their own dangerous and persistent damage, including harmful defense
mechanisms such as “diminish[ed] empathy for victims” that can lead to intensified violent
behaviors that target victims outside the original group. Lynching was a civic duty of white
Southern men that brought them praise.  Southern white children were taught to embrace
traumatic violence and the racist narratives underlying it.

      Lynchings in the American South were not isolated hate crimes committed by rogue
vigilantes.  Lynching was targeted racial violence at the core of a systematic campaign of
terror perpetrated in furtherance of an unjust social order.  Selective public memory com-
pounds the harm of officials’ complicity in lynching and maintains the otherness of black
people who have lived in these communities for generations.  

      Public acknowledgment and commemoration of mass violence is essential not only for
victims and survivors, but also for perpetrators and bystanders who suffer from trauma
and damage related to
their participation in
systematic violence
and dehumanization.
Formalizing a space for
memory, reflection,
and grieving can help
victims “move beyond
anger and a sense of
powerlessness.”
Suffering must be
engaged, heard,
recognized, and
remembered before a
society can recover
from mass violence.

EJI and community leaders erect public markers about slavery in Montgomery, Alabama,
in 2013.  (Bernard Troncale.)

23



24

EJI’s Race and Poverty Project
Lynching in America is part of EJI’s race and poverty project, which examines the history

of racial injustice in America and the impact of structural poverty on a range of issues.  We
invite you to join us in our work on the legacy of racial inequality.  To order a copy of our
annual calendar on racial history, please send us an e-mail at contact_us@eji.org.  You can
browse expanded content in our History of Racial Injustice timeline at http://racialinjus-
tice.eji.org/.  For forthcoming reports and project information, please join our mailing list
by visiting www.eji.org.  EJI is a private, nonprofit organization.  Individual donations are
greatly appreciated and tax deductible.
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ALABAMA
Autauga                         4
Baldwin                         1
Barbour                         5
Bibb                                15
Blount                           3
Bullock                           3
Butler                             12
Calhoun                         3
Chambers                      2
Cherokee                       2
Chilton                           12
Choctaw                        7
Clarke                             6
Clay                                1
Cleburne                        2
Coffee                            2
Colbert                           12
Coosa                             2
Covington                      7
Crenshaw                      4
Cullman                         3
Dale                                3
Dallas                             15
Elmore                           13
Escambia                       1
Etowah                          1
Franklin                          2
Geneva                          2
Greene                           1
Hale                                2
Henry                             13
Houston                         7
Jackson                          3
Jefferson                        29
Lamar                             5
Lauderdale                    2
Lawrence                       2
Lee                                  4
Limestone                     3
Lowndes                        14
Macon                           1
Madison                        10
Marengo                        4
Marion                           1
Mobile                           7

Monroe                         18
Montgomery                12
Morgan                          3
Perry                              1
Pickens                           15
Pike                                5
Russell                            5
Shelby                            7
St. Clair                          7
Sumter                           7
Talladega                       5
Tallapoosa                     4
Tuscaloosa                    8
Walker                           4
Washington                  3
Wilcox                            6

ARKANSAS
Arkansas                        18
Ashley                            9
Boone                            2
Bradley                          2
Calhoun                         5
Chicot                             3
Clark                               6
Cleveland                      5
Columbia                       3
Conway                          4
Craighead                      5
Crittenden                     7
Cross                              2
Desha                             10
Drew                              8
Faulkner                        3
Garland                          3
Grant                              2
Hempstead                   9
Hot Spring                     1
Howard                          1
Jackson                          3
Jefferson                        7
Johnson                         2
Lafayette                       6
Lee                                  15
Lincoln                           8
Little River                     10

Logan                             1
Lonoke                           11
Miller                             6
Mississippi                     8
Monroe                         12
Nevada                          2
Ouachita                        10
Phillips                           244
Poinsett                         2
Polk                                1
Pope                               2
Prairie                            2
Pulaski                           6
Sebastian                       1
Sevier                             5
St. Francis                      6
Stone                              2
Union                             6
White                             3
Woodruff                       2

FLORIDA
Alachua                          19
Baker                              6
Bay                                 2
Bradford                        5
Brevard                          1
Broward                         1
Calhoun                         4
Charlotte                       1
Citrus                             7
Clay                                1
Collier                            1
Columbia                       21
DeSoto                           3
Duval                              7
Escambia                       5
Franklin                          2
Gadsden                        4
Hamilton                       6
Hardee                           1
Hernando                      11
Hillsborough                 5
Holmes                          5
Jackson                          9
Jefferson                        1
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African American Lynching Victims in the South, 1877-1950
Number of Lynchings per County/Parish



Lafayette                       11
Lake                                3
Lee                                  3
Leon                               4
Levy                                8
Liberty                           1
Madison                        16
Manatee                        5
Marion                           18
Miami-Dade                  3
Orange                           33
Palm Beach                   2
Pasco                              6
Pinellas                          2
Polk                                20
Putnam                          3
Santa Rosa                    4
Seminole                       2
St. Johns                        1
Sumter                           3
Suwannee                     13
Taylor                             14
Volusia                           3
Washington                  1

GEORGIA
Appling                          3
Baker                              8
Baldwin                         1
Barrow                           1
Bartow                           3
Bibb                                6
Bleckley                         2
Brantley                         1
Brooks                            18
Bryan                             3
Bulloch                           9
Burke                              4
Butts                               2
Calhoun                         9
Camden                         2
Campbell                       1
Candler                          1
Carroll                            2
Catoosa                         2
Chatham                        2
Chattahoochee             1
Chattooga                      3
Clay                                7
Clayton                          4

Clinch                             2
Cobb                              1
Coffee                            7
Colquitt                          8
Columbia                       6
Cook                               1
Coweta                          3
Crawford                       1
Crisp                               7
Dade                              2
Decatur                          10
DeKalb                           3
Dodge                            8
Dooly                             8
Dougherty                     1
Douglas                          1
Early                               24
Echols                             4
Effingham                      4
Elbert                             2
Emanuel                        8
Fayette                           3
Floyd                              4
Forsyth                           1
Franklin                          1
Fulton                            37
Glascock                        1
Glynn                             3
Gordon                          1
Grady                             2
Greene                           2
Gwinnett                       3
Habersham                   6
Hancock                         3
Haralson                        1
Harris                             8
Henry                             1
Houston                         5
Irwin                               3
Jackson                          1
Jasper                             10
Jefferson                        3
Jenkins                           5
Johnson                         6
Jones                              5
Lamar                             3
Laurens                          6
Lee                                  9
Liberty                           4
Lincoln                           6

Lowndes                        4
Macon                           3
Madison                        7
Marion                           3
McDuffie                       2
McIntosh                       3
Meriwether                  7
Miller                             9
Mitchell                         11
Monroe                         8
Montgomery                10
Morgan                          2
Murray                           2
Muscogee                     6
Newton                          1
Oconee                          12
Oglethorpe                   4
Peach                             2
Pierce                             8
Pike                                3
Polk                                1
Pulaski                           11
Quitman                        1
Randolph                       7
Richmond                      1
Schley                            4
Screven                          3
Seminole                       3
Spalding                         7
Stephens                       1
Stewart                          5
Sumter                           1
Talbot                             5
Taliaferro                       2
Tattnall                           5
Taylor                             1
Telfair                             2
Terrell                             1
Thomas                          8
Tift                                  4
Toombs                          3
Troup                             3
Turner                            2
Twiggs                            5
Union                             1
Walker                           1
Walton                           9
Ware                              4
Warren                          4
Washington                  2
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Wayne                           9
Webster                         1
Wheeler                        2
Whitfield                       5
Wilcox                            6
Wilkes                            4
Wilkinson                      3
Worth                            2

KENTUCKY
Adair                              1
Allen                               1
Anderson                       1
Ballard                           3
Barren                            1
Boone                            4
Bourbon                        2
Breathitt                        1
Breckinridge                 4
Caldwell                         3
Carlisle                           1
Christian                        3
Clark                               2
Cumberland                  1
Daviess                          3
Fayette                           4
Fleming                          2
Floyd                              1
Franklin                          2
Fulton                            19
Gallatin                          1
Graves                            6
Grayson                         1
Green                             1
Hancock                         1
Hardin                            2
Harlan                            1
Harrison                        1
Hart                                2
Henderson                    4
Henry                             2
Hickman                        1
Hopkins                         2
Jessamine                      2
Knott                              1
LaRue                             1
Laurel                             1
Lincoln                           1
Livingston                      1
Logan                             12

Marion                           2
Marshall                        3
Mason                            4
McCracken                    6
McLean                          1
Meade                           4
Mercer                           1
Metcalfe                        1
Montgomery                1
Nicholas                         3
Ohio                               1
Oldham                          1
Owen                             1
Pike                                1
Rowan                            1
Scott                               1
Shelby                            5
Simpson                         2
Spencer                         1
Todd                               8
Trigg                               4
Union                             3
Warren                          5
Washington                  2
Wayne                           1
Webster                         1
Whitley                          1
Woodford                      2

LOUISIANA
Acadia                            1
Allen                               2
Ascension                      1
Assumption                   3
Avoyelles                       4
Bienville                         10
Bossier                           27
Caddo                            51
Calcasieu                       4
Caldwell                         4
Catahoula                      9
Claiborne                       11
Concordia                      14
DeSoto                           4
East Baton Rouge         3
East Feliciana                5
Evangeline                     7
Franklin                          7
Grant                              6
Iberia                              26

Iberville                         7
Jackson                          4
Jefferson                        12
Jefferson Davis             3
Lafayette                       6
Lafourche                      51
Lincoln                           8
Livingston                      1
Madison                        11
Morehouse                   16
Natchitoches                2
Orleans                          14
Ouachita                        37
Plaquemines                 2
Pointe Coupee              14
Rapides                          11
Red River                       2
Richland                        13
Sabine                            1
St. Bernard                    4
St. Charles                     3
St. Helena                      3
St. James                       6
St. John the Baptist     4
St. Landry                      8
St. Martin                      2
St. Mary                         4
St. Tammany                 9
Tangipahoa                   24
Tensas                            30
Union                             4
Washington                  12
Webster                         9
West Baton Rouge       3
West Carroll                  9
West Feliciana              9
Winn                              2

MISSISSIPPI
Adams                            3
Alcorn                            5
Amite                             14
Attala                             5
Benton                           3
Bolivar                            14
Calhoun                         2
Carroll                            19
Chickasaw                     6
Claiborne                       5
Clarke                             10
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Clay                                8
Coahoma                       14
Copiah                           11
DeSoto                           12
Forrest                           9
Franklin                          13
George                           2
Greene                           1
Grenada                        7
Hancock                         2
Harrison                        13
Hinds                              22
Holmes                          10
Humphreys                   9
Issaquena                      7
Itawamba                      1
Jackson                          8
Jefferson                        6
Jefferson Davis             1
Jones                              5
Kemper                          21
Lafayette                       7
Lamar                             1
Lauderdale                    16
Lawrence                       2
Leake                              2
Lee                                  2
Leflore                           22
Lincoln                           10
Lowndes                        19
Madison                        6
Marion                           2
Marshall                        4
Monroe                         14
Montgomery                10
Neshoba                        5
Newton                          7
Noxubee                        10
Oktibbeha                     6
Panola                            5
Pearl River                     3
Perry                              1
Pike                                13
Pontotoc                        1
Prentiss                          1
Quitman                        8
Rankin                            9
Scott                               9
Sharkey                          6
Simpson                         10

Smith                             7
Stone                              7
Sunflower                      12
Tallahatchie                   12
Tate                                9
Tishomingo                   4
Tunica                            10
Union                             1
Walthall                         4
Warren                          12
Washington                  12
Wayne                           1
Webster                         1
Wilkinson                      9
Winston                         11
Yalobusha                      3
Yazoo                              20

NORTH CAROLINA
Alamance                      2
Anson                             2
Avery                              1
Beaufort                        1
Bertie                             2
Bladen                           1
Buncombe                     4
Burke                              1
Cabarrus                        2
Camden                         1
Carteret                         1
Chatham                        6
Cleveland                      1
Craven                           2
Davidson                       1
Duplin                            2
Edgecombe                   2
Forsyth                           1
Franklin                          3
Gaston                           3
Granville                        6
Guilford                         1
Halifax                            1
Haywood                       1
Iredell                             3
Johnston                        3
Lenoir                             4
Mecklenburg                2
Moore                            2
Nash                               1
New Hanover               21

Northampton               1
Onslow                          2
Pender                           1
Person                            1
Polk                                1
Richmond                      3
Rockingham                  2
Rowan                            6
Rutherford                    1
Sampson                       2
Stokes                            2
Union                             3
Vance                             2
Wake                              1
Warren                          2
Washington                  3
Watauga                        1
Wayne                           2
Wilson                           2

SOUTH CAROLINA
Abbeville                       5
Aiken                              14
Allendale                       4
Anderson                       5
Bamberg                        4
Barnwell                        13
Beaufort                        1
Berkeley                        2
Cherokee                       2
Chester                          1
Chesterfield                  2
Clarendon                     4
Colleton                         10
Dorchester                    3
Edgefield                       6
Fairfield                         3
Florence                        9
Georgetown                  1
Greenville                      4
Greenwood                   15
Hampton                       5
Jasper                             1
Kershaw                         3
Lancaster                       2
Laurens                          11
Lexington                      8
McCormick                    2
Newberry                      3
Oconee                          5
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Orangeburg                   8
Pickens                           4
Saluda                            2
Spartanburg                  3
Sumter                           3
Union                             4
Williamsburg                3
York                                9

TENNESSEE
Bedford                          5
Bledsoe                          2
Campbell                       3
Cannon                          1
Carroll                            4
Claiborne                       3
Coffee                            8
Crockett                         6
Davidson                       4
Decatur                          2
Dickson                          3
Dyer                               7
Fayette                           3
Franklin                          3
Gibson                           7
Giles                               6
Hamilton                       4
Hardeman                     1
Hardin                            2
Haywood                       2
Henderson                    3
Henry                             2
Humphreys                   1
Jefferson                        1
Johnson                         1
Knox                               1
Lake                                13
Lauderdale                    8
Lawrence                       1
Lewis                              3
Lincoln                           5
Loudon                          1
Macon                           1
Madison                        3
Marshall                        8
Maury                            5
Meigs                             1
Montgomery                1
Moore                            8
Morgan                          2

Obion                             18
Putnam                          2
Rhea                               6
Roane                             1
Robertson                     11
Rutherford                    5
Shelby                            20
Smith                             1
Stewart                          3
Sullivan                          1
Sumner                          5
Tipton                            3
Unicoi                             1
Warren                          1
Wayne                           2
Weakley                         5
Williamson                    6
Wilson                           2

TEXAS
Anderson                       22
Angelina                        2
Austin                            2
Bastrop                         3
Baylor                            1
Bee                                 1
Bell                                 2
Bexar                             1
Bosque                           2
Bowie                            9
Brazoria                         8
Brazos                            6
Burleson                       1
Burnet                           1
Caldwell                        3
Cameron                       1
Camp                             1
Cass                               8
Cherokee                      2
Collin                             1
Colorado                       6
Comal                            1
Comanche                    2
Cooke                            2
Coryell                            1
Dallas                             2
Delta                              3
Denton                          2
DeWitt                           1
El Paso                           1

Ellis                                1
Falls                                7
Fannin                           1
Fayette                           3
Fort Bend                      4
Freestone                      8
Galveston                     1
Goliad                            1
Grayson                         2
Gregg                             4
Grimes                          8
Guadalupe                    3
Hardin                           2
Harris                             4
Harrison                        15
Henderson                    1
Hill                                  2
Hopkins                         5
Houston                        2
Hunt                              3
Jackson                          1
Jasper                             1
Jefferson                       1
Kaufman                       2
La Salle                          1
Lamar                             7
Lavaca                           2
Lee                                 1
Leon                               2
Liberty                           2
Limestone                     5
Madison                        3
Marion                          4
Matagorda                    1
McLennan                     17
Milam                            5
Montgomery                7
Morris                           3
Nacogdoches               2
Navarro                         4
Newton                         3
Nueces                          2
Orange                           5
Panola                           3
Polk                                3
Red River                      6
Reeves                           1
Robertson                     8
Rockwall                        1
Runnels                         1
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Rusk                               5
Sabine                           10
San Augustine              1
San Jacinto                   1
Shelby                           2
Smith                             3
Tarrant                           1
Taylor                             1
Throckmorton              1
Titus                               1
Travis                             4
Trinity                            1
Tyler                               6
Upshur                          3
Val Verde                       1
Van Zandt                     1
Walker                           9
Waller                            5
Washington                  2
Wharton                        4
Wood                             2
Zavala                             1

VIRGINIA
Accomack                      1
Alexandria                     2
Alleghany                      3
Amelia                           1
Amherst                         2
Bath                                1
Bland                              1
Brunswick                      2
Campbell                       1
Charles City                   1
Charlotte                       2
Charlottesville              1
Culpeper                        2
Danville                          5
Dinwiddie                      1
Essex                              1
Fauquier                        2
Fluvanna                        1
Franklin                          1
Frederick                       1
Halifax                            3
Henry                             1
King William                 2
Loudoun                        3
Louisa                            1
Mecklenburg                2

Nelson                           2
Newport News             1
Northumberland          1
Nottoway                      2
Page                               2
Petersburg                    1
Pittsylvania                    1
Prince Edward              1
Rappahannock             1
Roanoke (city)              2
Rockingham                  1
Russell                            2
Scott                               1
Smyth                             1
Suffolk                            1
Surry                              1
Sussex                            2
Tazewell                         10
Virginia Beach              1
Warren                          1
Warwick                        2
Washington                  1
Wise                               3
Wythe                            3
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