
VIA UPS No. 1Z64589FP298682682         October 6, 2015
Via email: mainlandm@hillsboroughcounty.org

Mary Mainland, M.D.
Chief Medical Examiner
Hillsborough County, Florida
11025 North 46th Street
Tampa, FL 33617

RE: Hillsborough County Medical Examiner File No. 15-01803 for Frank Collelo (enclosed)
US Bank Trust et al v. Frank J. Collelo et al. Hillsborough foreclosure Case No. 14-CA-002711

Dear Chief Medical Examiner Mainland:

There is no evidence that Frank Collelo died of “Arteriosclerotic Cardiovascular Disease” on
March 3, 2015 as shown by the Hillsborough County Medical Examiner File No. 15-01803.

No autopsy was performed on Frank Collelo. Therefore no autopsy report shows Frank Collelo
had Arteriosclerotic Cardiovascular Disease (ACD). Without an autopsy, there is no artery cross-
section showing hardening or blockage of Mr. Collelo’s arteries required for a diagnosis ACD.

Frank Collelo had a history of Diverticulitis but had not seen a physician in approximately 15
years, according to the ME’s Initial Case Summary Report. So there is no medical history that
supports a diagnosis of Arteriosclerotic Cardiovascular Disease for Mr. Collelo. Without autopsy
evidence of ACD, or medical history of ACD, there is no medical basis, or forensic basis, that
established Arteriosclerotic Cardiovascular Disease was the cause of death for Frank Collelo.

Frank Collelo suffered a major cardiac arrest while appearing in foreclosure court with his
spouse, according to the enclosed records provided by the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office.
This record provides an important account of events not found in records provided elsewhere:

HCSO INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM dated May 8, 2015
Message: (relevant portion)

“...On March 03, 2015, in courtroom 502, Frank Collelo suffered a major cardiac arrest
while appearing in foreclosure court with his spouse, Antionette Collelo. Deputy Wiehle
and Deputy Mullins responded and did a tremendous job implementing emergency aid to
the victim, including full Cardiac Pulmonary Resuscitation and Automated External
Defibrillator protocols. The deputies maintained professional composure throughout the
response and aided the subject until Tampa Fire Rescue arrived. During this period, Mr.
Collelo was revived three separate times...Unfortunately after being transported to Tampa
General Hospital, Frank Collelo passed away...”

The deputies were able to revive Mr. Collelo three separate times.

As of today, Thomas Forward, Tampa Fire Rescue Chief, has not provided public records that I
requested. Chief Judge Ronald Ficarrotta, Thirteenth Judicial Circuit, has not provided the
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records I requested. Tad David, OSCA General Counsel, claimed no records, but I provided
records to the OSCA and Patricia Jameson, State Courts Administrator, in March 2015.

The ME File No. 15-01803 shows,

“Dec’d arrived asystole at 0934hrs. Dec’d was pronounced in the ER at 0940hrs."

which I take to mean Mr. Collelo was dead on arrival at Tampa General Hospital.

Frank Collelo died of a major cardiac arrest caused by being “very stressed out” over a
scheduled court appearance March 3, 2015 on the foreclosure of his home:

Terminal Event & Circumstances, ME Initial Case Summary Report File No. 15-01803:

"On 3/3 dec’d was very stressed out over a scheduled court appearance. Dec’d was on the
5th Floor in court and wife noticed him "rubbing his sternum". Dec’d face was red then
suddenly his "eyes rolled back" and he collapsed. ACLS initiated and 911 called. TFR
transported dec’d to TGH ER. Dec’d arrived asystole at 0934hrs. Dec’d was pronounced
in the ER at 0940hrs."

The Tampa Bay Times reported “Valrico man dies after collapsing in court” March 3, 2015 by
Rachel Crosby, Times Staff Writer.
http://www.tampabay.com/news/courts/valrico-man-dies-after-collapsing-in-court/2219866

TAMPA — A 67-year-old Valrico man died Tuesday morning after collapsing in a
Hillsborough courtroom during a hearing on the pending foreclosure of his home.

Frank Collelo was with his wife, Antoinette Collelo, 57, when he fell to the floor in the
Hillsborough County Circuit courtroom of Judge Wayne S. Timmerman around 9 a.m.,
according to Cristal Bermudez, a public information officer with the Hillsborough
sheriff's office.

Bermudez said deputies administered CPR to Collelo in court until emergency services
arrived and transported Collelo to Tampa General Hospital. He was pronounced dead
there around 9:45 a.m.

Medical calls in court are common, said Maj. Jim Livingston, with the sheriff's court
operations division. But in the nearly six years Livingston has worked at the court, he
doesn't remember a death.

"Obviously, there's a lot of stress here,'' he said. "It's not uncommon to have EMS here a
couple of times a week, sometimes a couple of times a day."

Collelo's house went into foreclosure last year. The property was in his possession
following a divorce in 2010.
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The county medical examiner had not yet determined a cause of death.

The Tampa Bay Times reported “Man who collapsed in Tampa courtroom suffered fatal heart
attack” March 4, 2015 by Rachel Crosby, Times Staff Writer.
http://www.tampabay.com/news/humaninterest/man-who-collapsed-in-tampa-courtroom-suffered-fatal-heart-attack/2220072

TAMPA --- The Valrico man who died after collapsing in foreclosure court Tuesday
morning suffered a heart attack, the Hillsborough County medical examiner's office said
Wednesday. He was 67.

The office said Frank Collelo had atherosclerosis, or hardening of the arteries, a leading
cause of heart attacks and strokes. He was with his wife, Antoinette Collelo, when he fell
to the floor in the Hillsborough County Circuit courtroom of Judge Wayne S.
Timmerman around 9 a.m. Tuesday, according to Cristal Bermudez, a public information
officer with the Hillsborough sheriff's office

Bermudez said deputies administered CPR to Collelo in court until emergency services
arrived and took him to Tampa General Hospital. He was pronounced dead there around
9:45 a.m.

Medical calls in court are common, said Maj. Jim Livingston, with the sheriff's court
operations division. But in the nearly six years Livingston has worked at the court, he
couldn't recall a death.

"Obviously, there's a lot of stress here,'' he said. "It's not uncommon to have EMS here a
couple of times a week, sometimes a couple of times a day."

Collelo was in a hearing regarding his home's pending bank foreclosure, which began last
year. The property was left in his possession following a divorce in 2010.

Frank Collelo was a vulnerable adult under F.S. ch. 415, and entitled to Adult Protective
Services, including the appointment of legal counsel to represent him in the foreclosure of his
home, by the Office of Regional Counsel for the 2nd District, link http://flrc2.org/History.html

Florida foreclosure defense attorney Matt Weidner said in his YouTube video, The Banks
Destroying America, https://youtu.be/BsLoG4Q8k58

3.00 it’s absolutely mind-blowing to me to walk into courtrooms still to this day
3:06 and see cases that are not defended
3:09 or to see homeowners walking into a courtroom, walking into a guerrilla battle without
3:13 an attorney representing them

Frank Collelo was rightly “very stressed out” as a “homeowner(s) walking into a courtroom,
walking into a guerrilla battle without an attorney representing (him)”. Opposing counsel was
McCalla Raymer LLC, a notorious foreclosure mill. Mr. Collelo appeared pro se, a non-lawyer,
and was an unrepresented litigant in a “guerrilla battle” with McCalla Raymer. Dale Bohner, the
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Clerk’s counsel, confirmed to me there is no Notice of Appearance submitted by counsel on
behalf of Frank Collelo in Hillsborough foreclosure Case No. 14-CA-002711.

Evidence shows Collelo’s major cardiac arrest was caused by stress; as Maj. Livingston noted,

"Obviously, there's a lot of stress here,'' he said. "It's not uncommon to have EMS here a
couple of times a week, sometimes a couple of times a day."

The procedure to appoint civil counsel for a vulnerable adult under F.S. ch 415 pursuant to F.S.
sec. 27.511(6)(a) is set forth in F.S. sec. 27.40 (see, in particular, sections 27.40(2)&(3)).

Frank Collelo was also an elderly person as defined by sec. 825.101(4), definitions, Chapter 825,
Florida Statutes, Abuse, Neglect, and Exploitation of Elderly Persons and Disabled Adults.

The presence of counsel for Mr. Collelo may have prevented his untimely death. Emergency
Medical Services (EMS) is often called to the court, according to Maj. Livingston quoted in the
news story. Something is wrong in Hillsborough courts with litigants requiring EMS to respond.

Have you, or the Office of the Hillsborough County Medical Examiner, made a mandatory report
of the death of Frank Collelo, a vulnerable adult?

F.S. sec. 415.1034 Mandatory reporting of abuse, neglect, or exploitation of vulnerable
adults; mandatory reports of death.—
(1) MANDATORY REPORTING.—
(a) Any person...

I believe the death of Frank Collelo is a homicide, because as a policy, Florida courts refuse,
with malice aforethought, to provide counsel required by disabled/elderly/vulnerable litigants.

782.07 Manslaughter; aggravated manslaughter of an elderly person or disabled adult;
aggravated manslaughter of a child; aggravated manslaughter of an officer, a firefighter,
an emergency medical technician, or a paramedic.—

(2) A person who causes the death of any elderly person or disabled adult by culpable
negligence under s. 825.102(3) commits aggravated manslaughter of an elderly person or
disabled adult, a felony of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s.
775.083, or s. 775.084.

Negligence per se: Violation of a statute or regulatory provision that either is designed to protect
a particular class of persons from their inability to protect themselves or establishes a duty to
take precautions to guard a certain class of persons from a specific type of injury.

Florida Freight Terminals, Inc. v. Cabanas, 354 So. 2d 1222 (Fla. Dist. Ct. App., 3d Dist.
1978). In connection with the requirement in wrongful death actions of an underlying tort
or breach of duty, proof of the defendant’s violation of a statute or regulatory provision
that either is designed to protect a particular class of persons from their inability to
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protect themselves or establishes a duty to take precautions to guard a certain class of
persons from a specific type of injury, establishes negligence per se.

Eggshell Skull Rule. On March 03, 2015, in courtroom 502, Frank Collelo suffered a major
cardiac arrest while appearing pro se, unrepresented, in foreclosure court with his spouse.

The eggshell skull rule (or thin skull rule or you take your victim as you find him rule of
the common law) is a well established legal doctrine used in some tort law systems,[1]
with a similar doctrine applicable to criminal law. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eggshell_skull

Regarding any claims of privacy for the decedent:

Privacy laws do not protect the privacy of dead people. Dead people do not have privacy rights.
Privacy rights are personal and die with the individual. Nestor v. Posner-Gerstenhaber, 857 So.
2d 953 (Fla. Dist. Ct. App. 3d Dist. 2003), review denied, 869 So. 2d 540 (Fla. 2004).

[E]even where a private confidentiality agreement is otherwise proper, it will not be enforced
where its effect becomes obstructive of the rights of non-parties. See, e.g., Nestor v. Posner-
Gerstenhaber, 857 So. 2d 953, 955 (Fla. 3rd DCA 2003); Scott v. Nelson, 697 So. 2d 1300, 1301
(Fla. 1st DCA 1997). Quoted by U.S. Judge John E. Steele in Tardif, Trustee (Jason Yerk) v.
PETA, USDC, SD Fla. Fort Myers Div. Case No. 2:09-cv-537-FtM-29SPC, at the Pacer link,
Case 2:09-cv-00537-JES-SPC Document 179 Filed 11/04/11 Page 14 of 31 PageID 6050

Thank you in advance for the courtesy of a response.

Sincerely,

Neil Gillespie
8092 SW 115th Loop
Ocala, FL 34481
Tel. (352) 854-7807
Email: neilgillespie@mfi.net

Cc: Sheriff David Gee, Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office (HCSO), Sheriff's Operations
Center, 2008 E. 8th Ave., Tampa, FL 33605. VIA UPS No.: 1Z64589FP295994690 and email.
Sheriff David Gee, Executive Officer of the Hillsborough County Circuit Court, F.S. sec 26.49.

Enclosures:

1. Hillsborough Co Medical Examiner email &  file 15-01803 for Frank Collelo
2. Death certificate of Frank Collelo
3. Valrico man dies after collapsing in court _ Tampa Bay Times
4. Man who collapsed in Tampa courtroom suffered fatal heart attack _ Tampa Bay Times
5. HCSO Response to Gillespie Record Request



 
Neil Gillespie  

From: "Lung, Tammie" <LungT@HillsboroughCounty.ORG>
To: "Neil Gillespie" <neilgillespie@mfi.net>
Sent: Monday, September 21, 2015 12:12 PM
Attach: Case Summary 15-01803.pdf; 15-01803.pdf
Subject: RE: This is a record request for Frank Collelo who died March 3, 2015 in Tampa.

Page 1 of 1

9/21/2015

Good Afternoon: 
I have attached the external report on Frank Collelo.  If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at  813-914-4524 or via email and I will do my best to assist you.   
  
Thank you, 
  
Tammie Lung 
Administrative Specialist II 
Medical Examiner Department                                                
Hillsborough County BOCC 
p: 813-914-4524  |  f: 813-914-4594 
e: lungt@hillsboroughcounty.org 
w: http://www.hillsboroughcounty.org 
  
  
Please note:  all correspondence to or from this office is subject to Florida's Public Records 
laws. 
  

 
  

From: Neil Gillespie [mailto:neilgillespie@mfi.net]  
Sent: Monday, September 21, 2015 10:54 AM 
To: Records-Request-ME <Records-Request-ME@hillsboroughcounty.org> 
Subject: This is a record request for Frank Collelo who died March 3, 2015 in Tampa. 
  

This is a record request for Frank Collelo who died March 3, 2015 in Tampa.
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By Rachel Crosby, Times Staff Writer

Tuesday, March 3, 2015 4:24pm

TAMPA — A 67-year-old Valrico man died Tuesday morning after collapsing in a Hillsborough courtroom during a
hearing on the pending foreclosure of his home.

Frank Collelo was with his wife, Antoinette Collelo, 57, when he fell to the floor in the Hillsborough County Circuit
courtroom of Judge Wayne S. Timmerman around 9 a.m., according to Cristal Bermudez, a public information
officer with the Hillsborough sheriff's office.

Bermudez said deputies administered CPR to Collelo in court until emergency services arrived and transported
Collelo to Tampa General Hospital. He was pronounced dead there around 9:45 a.m.

Medical calls in court are common, said Maj. Jim Livingston, with the sheriff's court operations division. But in the
nearly six years Livingston has worked at the court, he doesn't remember a death.

"Obviously, there's a lot of stress here,'' he said. "It's not uncommon to have EMS here a couple of times a week,
sometimes a couple of times a day."

Collelo's house went into foreclosure last year. The property was in his possession following a divorce in 2010.

The county medical examiner had not yet determined a cause of death.

Contact Rachel Crosby at rcrosby@tampabay.com or 813-226-3400. Follow @rachelacrosby.

Valrico man dies after collapsing in court 03/03/15
Photo reprints | Article reprints

© 2015 Tampa Bay Times

Tweet 46

Articles and offers from around the Web
Ads by Adblade

http://www.tampabay.com/news/courts/valrico-man-dies-after-collapsing-in-court/2219866
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By Rachel Crosby, Times Staff Writer

Wednesday, March 4, 2015 4:23pm

TAMPA --- The Valrico man who died after collapsing in foreclosure court Tuesday morning suffered a heart attack,
the Hillsborough County medical examiner's office said Wednesday. He was 67.

The office said Frank Collelo had atherosclerosis, or hardening of the arteries, a leading cause of heart attacks and
strokes. He was with his wife, Antoinette Collelo, when he fell to the floor in the Hillsborough County Circuit
courtroom of Judge Wayne S. Timmerman around 9 a.m. Tuesday, according to Cristal Bermudez, a public
information officer with the Hillsborough sheriff's office

Bermudez said deputies administered CPR to Collelo in court until emergency services arrived and took him to
Tampa General Hospital. He was pronounced dead there around 9:45 a.m.

Medical calls in court are common, said Maj. Jim Livingston, with the sheriff's court operations division. But in the
nearly six years Livingston has worked at the court, he couldn't recall a death.

"Obviously, there's a lot of stress here,'' he said. "It's not uncommon to have EMS here a couple of times a week,
sometimes a couple of times a day."

Collelo was in a hearing regarding his home's pending bank foreclosure, which began last year. The property was left
in his possession following a divorce in 2010.

Contact Rachel Crosby at rcrosby@tampabay.com or 813-226-3400. Follow @rachelacrosby.

Man who collapsed in Tampa courtroom suffered fatal heart attack 03/04/15
Photo reprints | Article reprints

© 2015 Tampa Bay Times

Tweet 8

Articles and offers from around the Web
Ads by Adblade

http://www.tampabay.com/news/humaninterest/man-who-collapsed-in-tampa-courtroom-suffered-fatal-heart-attack/2220072



 
Neil Gillespie  

From: "IVIS SPANO" <ispano@hcso.tampa.fl.us>
To: <neilgillespie@mfi.net>
Cc: "rec_request" <rec_request@hcso.tampa.fl.us>
Sent: Friday, September 25, 2015 2:25 PM
Attach: Gillespie Request.pdf
Subject: GILLESPIE, N #231-P

Page 1 of 6

10/6/2015

Good afternoon Mr. Gillespie: 
 
The Sheriff Office is currently working on a mechanism that will allow the public to pay by 
credit card.  As a courtesy, we are providing the attached document responsive to your request 
free of charge. 
 
Should you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Ivis Spano 
Supervisor, Records Processing Unit 
Records Section - Freddie Solomon Annex 
Hillsborough County Sheriff's Office 
Phone: 813-247-8047 
 
 
This agency is a public entity and is subject to Chapter 119 of the Florida Statute concerning 
public records.  Email messages are covered under such law and thus subject to disclosure. 
 

From: "Neil Gillespie" <neilgillespie@mfi.net> 
To: "IVIS SPANO" <ispano@hcso.tampa.fl.us>, "David Gee, HCSO Sheriff" 
<DGee@hcso.tampa.fl.us>, "Neil Gillespie" <neilgillespie@mfi.net> 
Cc: "rec_request" <rec_request@hcso.tampa.fl.us>, "JAMES P LIVINGSTON" 
<jlivings@hcso.tampa.fl.us> 
Sent: Thursday, September 24, 2015 5:33:13 PM 
Subject: Re: GILLESPIE, N   #231-P 
 
 

Ivis Spano, 

Unfortunately you failed to respond to my latest communication. All public records requests 
shall be acknowledged promptly and in good faith F.S. § 119.07(1)(c). Access to public records 
and meetings, Art. I, Sec. 24, Fla. Const. 

Another option, although costly for me, is to hire a private courier to hand you $8.00 and wait 
for the records. Please advise. 

This is a new record request: Provide a record showing who accepts service of legal process 
for Hillsborough Sheriff David Gee, the Executive Officer of Circuit Court. F.S. § 26.49 

Neil Gillespie 
8092 SW 115th Loop 
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