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Marion County Sheriff Chris Blair was suspended by Gov. Rick
Blair's arrest and indictment on perjury and misconduct charg

By Amanda McKenzie, Reporter
Last Updated: Friday, May 20, 2016, 10:38 PM
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Marion County Sheriff Chris Blair is out of jail after being indicted for perjury and misconduct on Friday.

« Sheriff Chris Blair booked into Marion Jail on Friday
« Grand jury says Blair lied under oath about an arrest
« Gov. Rick Scott has suspended Blair, appointed interim Sheriff

All of this stems from an excessive force investigation into the Sheriff’s Office.

Governor Rick Scott quickly appointed an interim sheriff, Emery Gainey. He was working in the Attorney General’s
Office as the Director of Law Enforcement, Victim Services and Criminal Justice Programs.

At a news conference on Friday evening, he said he wasn't given much notice. He got the call Friday morning and
now he has to move from Tallahassee to Ocala to step in.

RELATED:

« Armed man opens fire on Marion County SWAT team (June 2, 2014)

« Grand jury indicts ex-Marion deputy on excessive-force charge (Jan. 28, 2016)

« Marion Sheriff orders excessive force investigation (April 20, 2016)

Meanwhile, the consequences of a 2014 standoff between deputies and suspect Dustin Heathman continue to
haunt suspended Sheriff Blair. He was suspended immediately and charged with perjury and misconduct pending a
further investigation by the state.

“Find out what the facts are and based off those facts, we’ll make the appropriate decision in the weeks and
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months to come," Gainey said.

Accused of using excessive force on Heathman, deputies testified that the injuries to the suspect's face were from
glass fragments when Heathman opened fire on the Sheriff's SWAT vehicle.

The indictment for Blair comes from testimony he gave about what he witnessed.

Blair swore under oath that he did not see the injuries to Heathman’s face, and saw only the back of his head as
he was escorted out of a patrol car.

But officials claim Blair knew that statement was false because when Heathman was originally escorted away, he
was led in front of Blair.

Interim Sheriff Gainey said now the office needs to regain the public trust.

“We want to ensure you and the citizens that the Marion County Sheriff's Office is clearly full of outstanding,
dedicated men and women,” Gainey said.

Gainey said he will stay in this position until November for the general election.

Suspended Sheriff Blair posted bond within an hour of being booked into jail on Friday.

The mug shot of 35-year-old Dustin Heathman when he was arrested in June 2015. (Marion County Corrections)

Open PDF in a new window

Get instant Breaking News, Weather & Traffic
alerts delivered directly to your cell phone or email
with News 13 NOW. It's easy to sign up!

NOMINATE AN EVER

Every Monday, News 13 salutes an Everyday Hero
making a positive difference in Central Florida.

Do you know someone who should be an Everyday
Hero? Let us know!

SEEN ON 13!

Click HERE for links, phone numbers
1 and addresses for stories you saw on
News 13!

PROJECT WEATHER

NEWS 13

project g weather

Weather can be mysterious, exciting and sometimes
dangerous. That's why News 13 created Project
Weather to help provide kids with the information
they need to stay safe. Project Weather is made up of
interactive educational resources to help prepare
students for the future.

NEWS 13 PARTNERS

BRIGHT HOUSE
NETWORN

B bright

= oW




http://www.mynews13.com/content/news/cfnews13/news/article.html/content/news/articles/cfn/2016/5/20/marion_sheriff _arrested_indicted_perjury.html

STATE OF FLORIDA

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
EXECUTIVE ORDER NUMBER 16-129

(Executive Order of Suspension)

WHEREAS, Chris Blair is presently serving as Sheriff of Marion County, Florid:

WHEREAS, on May 20, 2016, Chris Blair was arrested and charged by Indictme
two counts of Perjury in an Official Proceeding, a third-degree felony in violation of secti
837.02, Florida Statutes, and one count of Official Misconduct, a third-degree felony in v
of section 838.022(1). Florida Statutes; and

WHEREAS, Article IV, Section 7 of the Florida Constitution authorizes the Govi
suspend from office any county officer for the commission of a felony; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the residents of Marion County, and the ¢
of the State of Florida, that Chris Blair be immediately suspended from the public o;f%'zlce.
he now holds. upon the grounds set forth in this executive order.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICK SCOTT, Governor of Florida, pursuant to Artic
Section 7 of the Florida Constitution, find as follows:

A. Chris Blair is, and at all times material hereto was, serving as Sheriff of M

County, Florida.
B. The office of Sheriff of Marion County is within the purview of the susper

power of the Governor, pursuant to Article IV, Section 7 of the Florida
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Marion deputies investigating death of Ocala man

2 Marion County Sheriff's Office majors suspended

1 killed, 1 injured in Marion County head-on collision

Blair suspended, Emery Gainey named interim Marion sheriff

Man shot after making ATM withdrawal; search for shooter underway

Local schools react to Obama's transgender bathroom rule

2 dead in Marion County shooting
Gas leak forces evacuation of Ocala homes

Man dead in deputy-involved shooting in Marion County

About Us
Contact Us

Partners
Bay News 9

Service Tools
Breaking News Alerts

Marketplace

Stay In Touch Advertise with Us

Severe Weather Alerts Your Neighborhood Bright House Sports Network Jobs

§ Join us on Facebook

Bl Foliow us on Twitter

& Subscribe to our Feeds

News 13 App Center
News 13 Watch Live
Bright House Email

Make Us Your Home Page
TV Explorer

Bright House Networks
InfoMas

Orlando Business Journal
CNN.com

Our People
Awards

Crime Guidelines
Studio Tour
Seen on 13






